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THE PROMISE OF CHRIST, A SOURCE OF ENCOURAGEMENT AND OF POWER. 
“Lo Tam with you alway, even to the end of the world.” 


In the fulfilment of this promise sometimes the Lord Jesus has put into his servants 
of weaker intellect and loss cultivated powers as it were a supernatural strength, and 
**a worm has threshed mountains.’’ Sometimes the eyes of his servants have been 
opened in an unusual manner to see and embrace favorable occasions on which, hu- 
manly speaking, every thing pertaining to the spread of the gospel in a place, has 
seemed to depend. Sometimes He has gone before them to prepare the way for evan- 
gelical triumphs. Sometimes He has saved them from mistake, arresting their steps 
when they were on the brink of ruin. Sometimes He has honored them in death more 
than in their life. 

Ministers and missionaries must rely on such a promise, and the divine promise as 
the only source of their power. It is not learning, culture, eloquence, or rhetoric 
which makes the ministry efficient, but a present Christ. And the servants of God, 
sustained by this promise, to go forth as if shielded under his banner, guarded in his 
pavilion, kept in his ark, made mighty by his going before them, and making plain 
their way. They have no need of Moses’ wonder-working wand, if they have the 
girding of such a power. 

The ministers of Christ, both at home and abroad, it is true, need encouragement 
less than power. They murt have the power, they can wait for the encouragement. 
In this short warfare of life, comfort can be dispensed with; but divine strength is 
every thing. The a!cuce of encouragement may even be the means of giving the 
greater power. Paul gloried in infirmity, if thereby ‘‘ the power of Christ’’ might 
rest upon him. Oftentimes a feeble body, joined with a devout and holy soul, makes 
a minister preach with the more unction. Dwelling on the verge of eternity, he feels 
the importance of making every message like his last message. But encouragement 
also is necessary. The apostles needed, and found it—encouragement in Christ’s 
promises—encouragement in their successes—encouragement in the expectation of the 
crown of unfading glory. The Chief Shepherd not only guided them in their labors, 
but they foresaw, as their encouragement, that, as the Shepherd and Bishop of souls, 
He would in due time welcome them and the fruits of their ministry to Himself. 

The missionary and the minister of Christ is like his brethren, subject to similar 
infirmities and temptations, dwelling in the same world with them, mingling in many 
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of its pursuits, dependent on it for his exterior enjoyment. He is also subject to 
other trials and infirmities, temptations and anxieties, by virtue of his office. Private 
Christians have doubts and fears as to their spiritual state ; so has he. They find dif- 
ficulties in the work of self examination ; so does he. They look forward to misfor- 
tune, sickness and death ; 80 does he. They anticipate rising on the judgment morning 
to give account; so does he. Nay, more. ‘* How have I preached? Whom of my 
hearers shall I see on the left hand? Whose blood will be found on my garments ?”’ 
These are questions of deep interest and solemn weight. The private Christian is the 
guardian of himself and of the little circle around him; he, of all. The former is to 
give account of himself; the latter, in some sense, of others also. Other men do their 
work, and see the result of their labors. He repeats his work, again and again, and 
knows not whether his word will be ‘‘a savor of life unto life, or of death unto death.”’ 
Other men reap the fruit of their toils. Often his is wholly invisible. Often it 
springs forth only after his eye is dim, his ear insensible to human words, and his 
voice silent in death. The presence of Christ is every Christian’s solace ; the presence 
of Christ is the minister's solace ; and the promise of that presence—‘‘Lo, [ am with 
you alway’’—is his encouragement in his work. 

Sometimes the missionary is called to endure disappointment and desertion, perse- 
cution and sorrow. Sometimes he sees no light before him, but labors on, as the 
traveller by night sometimes travels forward not seeing the way a step before him, but 
only trusting in God. Sometimes he is disheartened by his want of unction, his want 
of faith, his want of likeness to Christ. He is disheartened that he sees no more 
fruit. 

The inexperienced minister or missionary sometimes unwisely measures his useful- 
ness by his visible success. Hence some are in haste to change their place or relin- 
quish their work, if the gospel is not at once received. It is a mistake. We are to 
work for God, and to leave Him to take care of the result. We have enough respon- 
sibilities ; let God manage that which He proposes to assume. We sow; it is safe to 
leave Him to bring to light the springing seed, either to-day, or next month, in a 
year, or in five years, or after we have fallen asleep. We cherish the crop of ripening 
graces by teaching, by prayer, by exhortation, by administering ordinances. It is 
safe to leave Him to send the benignant influences by which our work is to be made 
successful. We will net cast off our armor. We will not desert our posts. We will 
not throw up our work. Christ’s promise is a source of unbounded and everlasting 
encouragement—‘Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end of the world.’’ Judson 
may sleep in the sea, and thousands to whom he preached may give Aim no proof of 
having heard his word. But he shall hail them, or some of them, as his trophies in 
the final day. Henry Martyn may decay in Persia, leaving but a convert or two 2s 
proofs of his faithfulness. But that will not be the end of the work of such a mis- 
sionary. John Foster said, not a great while before his death, ‘‘ I don’t know that I 
was ever the means of the conversion of a single soul.’’ But who doubts that John 
Foster’s Christian influence will live in the world, moulding characters and adorning 
gems for the diadem of Jesus Christ? 

When a minister or a missionary of Christ is disheartened, lct him close his eyes to 
time and open them to eternity. Let him shut out the world, and listen to inspiration 
and to Heaven. Let him disregard human consolations, and hear Him who speaks 
from heaven—‘‘LoI am with you alway, even to the end of the world.’’ Whena 
minister or a missionary is tempted to cry with Isaiah, ‘* Who hath believed our re- 
port, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ?’’—let him strengthen himself by 
remembering that the work is his, the ‘‘ power’’ is above, in the hands of One well 
able to wield it. 
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GERMANY. 
LETTER FROM MR. GEISSLER. 


Visits to Outstations in Western Prussia. 


We have translated the following communica- 
tions from German preachers from the Mis- 
sionsblatt, a missionary periodical published at 
Hamburg, under the editorial supervision of 
Mr. Oncken. The Missionsblatt is issued 
monthly, containing sixteen pages octavo, and 
is chiefly made up of the journals and letters 
of the German Baptist preachers; from four to 
six pages, however, of each number are devoted 
to general religious and missionary intelligence 
and edifying anecdotes or narratives. Sixteen 
volumes have been printed. A portion of the 
intelligence relating to the German Baptist 
churches which appears in the Magazine, and 
all that appears in the ‘‘ Macedonian” is drawn 
from its pages. Ep. Maa. 


Elbing, August 23, 1858.—After leay- 
ing Elbing, I went first to Stolzenberg, to 
lead the meetings there in the absence of 
brother B. But I was only able to spend 
a very little time in S., as it was the gen- 
eral wish that I should visit the outsta- 
tions. Day after day I travelled from one 
to another under the oppressive heat of 
the sun; but the Lord sustained me, for it 
was clear that my labor was not in vain, 
and everywhere [ found numerous assem- 
blies. The brethren were apprised before- 
hand of my coming, and flocked together 
from far and near. There is a hungering 
and thirsting for the truth in this whole 
region. After the people had been busy 
with their harvesting in intense heat from 
early morning till late in the evening, 
they came from distant places to hear the 
word of God, staying till midnight, and 
often on account of the crowds they were 
obliged to stand the whole time. Persons 
of distinction and national pastors some- 
times came in, and so much the more be- 
cause it was “by night.”’ Often IT began 
with fear and trembling, but the Lord 
filled my mouth and strengthened me. 
May his promise be fulfilled, that his word 
shall not return unto him void. 

Teaving Stolzenberg, my plan was to 
proceed at once to Memel ; but Providence 
indicated a remoter journey to Mohrungen, 
Goyden and West Prussia. At first my 
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heart rose against it, and I would fain 
have fled like Jonah. Warned by his ex- 
ample, I yielded to the heavenly vision. 
I am now wholly satisfied, and willing to 
acknowledge that the Lord does all things 
well. 

My way led me back through Elbing, 
where, at the request of the brethren, I 
led ‘the weekly evening meeting. The 
next day, taking my carpet bag in my 
hand, I proceeded in the name of the 
Lord, and, wet through with rain, reach- 
ed Mohrungen on Saturday, at ten, P. M. 
My coming being unexpected, no meeting 
had been announced for the Sabbath. 
But my visit was not to be in vain, and 
He whose name is ‘*Counsellor’’ appeared 
for our help. We held a prayer-meeting 
on Sabbath morning, at which all the 
members were present. Afterwards a 
brother went to the burgomaster, and 
said merely that we wished to have meet- 
ings on the Sabbath and Monday even- 
ings. Permission was readily granted. 
In the afternoon we had worship in a 
neighboring village, and in the evening, 
having returned to the city, a multitude 
of people pressed into the house where, 
according to the notice, the meeting was 
to he held. Before the time appointed, 
the house was more than filled, and we 
had to open the windows that those who 
stood outside might hear. Many seemed 
to he greatly moved by the word preached. 

Our meeting for the next evening was 
a town-talk, and every body knew of it. 
Again I had to press my way through the 
expectant throng into the house where the 
meeting was appointed. The crowd con- 
tinually increased. Again all the win- 
dows were taken out, and the people stood 
so closely packed on two streets of which 
the house formed the angle, that no vehi- 
cle could have got through during the ser- 
vice. From the commencement all was 
quiet, and the preaching was listened to 
most attentively. At the close, many 


begged the brethren residing in the place 
not to allow me to leave. Many tears 
were shed, many a heart was moved ; and 
I both hope and believe that we shall soon 
see good fruit. 
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The next morning when I was to pro- 
ceed, the people, having been informed by 
the brethren that I could not stay, sent 
to me, begging me, if it was in any way 
possible, to preach to them once more. 
Such were my arrangements that to do 
this would require great effort. Never- 
theless | promised to preach to them the 
next forenoon. This day, agreeably to 
appointment, | was obliged to go to Lock- 
en. Here at my arrival | was told that 
not a person would remain at home that 
evening, but all would come to the mect- 
ing. 


Concession of an Opponent—Hunger for 
the Word, 


Having a few hours at my command, 
in company with some of the brethren, | 
visited the (national) pastor, and I soon 
saw how necessary it was to preach the 
gospel to thesoulsentrusted to him. Af 
ter I had proved to him from the Serip- 
tures that the apostles baptized none but 
believers, and only by immersion, he as- 
sented, saying that it was not a thing to 
be denied, and that Christ himself insti- 
tuted immersion. I then asked him why 
he and all the pastors of the State church 
received and sprinkled infants? He an- 
swered, ** When Jesus instituted immer- 
sion, he did not take it into consideration 
that his gospel would penetrate into cold 
climates, where immersion is not so agrec- 
able.”? ** But,’’ replied 1, ** I find in the 
last command of the Master, before he 


said a word of baptizing, or even of 


preaching, * Go ye into all the world.’ ”’ 
But it seemed that the pastor ‘had not 
taken this into consideration.’? He apol- 


ogized, however, for the perversion of 


baptism by saying that even in the Lord’s 
Supper, which is the more important, the 
Lutherans have not exactly followed the 
institution of Christ; for example, they 
do not break the bread. I said, «* Then 
the Catholics with the same right with- 
hold the cup from the laity ; or, we might 
give up the Lord’s Supper altogether ;”’ 
and I showed him how criminal a thing 
it is to change the divine ordinances. 
However, he maintained that he could not 
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follow the Bible so strictly as the Bap- 
tists, and he intimated that he should 
continue to Oppose us, 

Night had now come, and it was time 
for our mecting. All in the place were 
in motion, and a great multitude had al- 
ready gathered within and around the 
placeappointed. When I entered a room 
for the purpose of being by myself a few 
minutes, as many as possible rushed in 
with me, so that it was almost impossible 
fur me to get out again. People had 
come from many of the adjacent villages. 
All the windows and doors were removed, 
and there was a regular congregation out- 
side. 1 was obliged to raise my voice as 


, much as possible that T might be heard 


by all. At first there was much noise 
and crowding ; but during the sermon the 
greatest stillness prevailed. The national 
pastor also was present. At the close, 
the people declared that if T would stay, 
or preach there often, they would build 
us a chapel at their own expense, 

The same night | was obliged to leave, 
as | was expected the next evening at 
Goyden, seven German miles* distant, and 
was to hold a meeting at Mohrungen on 
the way. It was related there as the 
news of the day that the Baptists were 
having ** great times.’? On a week day, 
at nine o’clock in the forenoon, when all 
were busy, and the market through which 
[had to pass was crowded, the house of 
brother K, was filled with hungry souls, 
inquiring the way of salvation. And still 
they came more and more; but again 
many had to stand outside and be disap- 
pointed. IT was greatly assisted in pro- 
claiming to them the way of life. Every- 
thing justifies the hope that we shall soon 
hear of conversions. 

teluctantly I left Mohrungen, where 
there was such a hunger for the Word ; 
but I was obliged to hasten to Goyden in 
order to be there at evening. Arriving, 
fatigued, I was received in the most 
friendly manner by brother Stangnowski, 
at whose house, again, a great multitude 
soon assembled within and without, who 


* About thirty English miles 
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listened attentively to the preaching of 
Christ crucified. 
Preaching in a Dancing Hall. 

The next day, Aug. 5, I proceeded, in 
company with several brethren, to the 
Prussian Mark (boundary), where, also, 
already the hour of meeting was anxiourly 
anticipated. A hotel-keeper had declared 
himeclf ready to open his whole house for 
the purpose, and the great dancing hall 
was to be our chapel, while the church 
just opposite, dedicated to the preaching 


of the Word, was closed against us. ‘The 
large chandelier was soon lighted up, and 
the room brilliantly illuminated. The 


people came together from all sides, and 
from the neighboring villages, filling the 
room ; and in the hall where the prince of 
this world generally received homage, 
hymns of praise resounded in honor of 
the living God. The assembled multitude 
seemed like sheep having no shepherd. 
Persons who, perhaps, had never heard 
the gospel, now felt that they were sin- 
ners. The dignitaries of the place, teach- 
ers, &c., were present. Thus Christ ecle- 
ebrated a victory over Satan, and his tem- 
ple became a temple of God, and was con- 
secrated to his service, and now stands 
open for our use. 

Thus in three weeks [ have visited near- 
ly the entire region about Goyden, which 
embraces about twenty square miles, a 
wide field for evangelical laborers. Every 
evening | preached ina new place. Every- 
where there was manifested ardent desire 
to hear the Word of God, which encour- 
aved me on my fatiguing tours. In some 
of the larger places, the most spacious 
rooms were opencd to me for mectings, 
und in one town even the theatre, where 
hundreds and thousands, in all, have 
heard the Word. 

How wonderful are God's ways, and 
how perverse the ways of men who set 
themselves up as his enemies, and seck to 
hinder the progress of his kingdom! 
Through my expulsion from Konigsherg* 


* After the constitution of the church in 
Koénigsberg, Mr. Gulzau, of Hamburg, for a 


season ministered to them. Finding it neces- 
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I was left at liberty to travel through the 
whole surrounding districts, and to preach 
everywhere the eross of Christ, which oth- 
erwise would have been left undone. In 
the mean time, Konigsberg has been sup- 
plied with other preachers. And now, 
after | have gone through the whole proy- 
ince, the decree agaipst me is withdrawn, 
and | cherish the joyful hope of being per- 
mitted to preach again in the chief city. 
But | must first visit Tilsit and the out- 
stations, and Memel. 


LETTER MK. STANGNOWSKI. 


The brief allusion in the foregoing letter to 
the preaching of the gospel in a theatre is ex- 
plained in detail in the communication which 
follows: 


Preaching in a Theatre. 


After the meeting in the dancing hall, 
alluded to in the preceding letter, it was 
desired that brother Geissler should preach 
again in the same place, This he did on 
the 16th of Augustat 9 o'clock, P. M. The 
hall was brilliantly lighted up. The au- 
dience was not so large as before; but 
there was the most earnest attention, and 
the sermon on **the Prodigal Son’? cannot 
svon be forgotten. O that this hall, 
through the preaching of the divine Word, 


sary, however, to return to Hamburg, Mr. 
Geissler, of Saxony, at the wish of the breth- 
ren, supplied his place. On the ground of Mr. 
Geissler’s being a foreigner, (though Saxony is 
ancighboring kingdom and in friendly rela- 
tions with Prussia,) the police interfered, or- 
dering the brother to leave Kénigsberg within 
three days on pain of imprisonment. In these 
cireumstanees Mr. G. determined to Jeave the 
city, but to spend some time in visiting the 
churches in the surrounding country. Mean- 
while a committee of the Kénigsberg church 
drew up a petition to the government, repre- 
senting the innocence of Mr. G., the condition 
of the Baptist church, the feelings of his ma- 
jesty, the king, touching the subject of reli- 
gious toleration, and the injustice of the ex- 
pulsion of their chosen minister of religion. 
This memorial was dated May 21, 1858. In 
consequence of this petition the decree of ex- 
pulsion was withdrawn on the 10th of August, 
and Mr. G. was permitted to return to his 


charge. Ep. 
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might become the birth-piace of many 
souls. 

The first meeting held by brother Geiss- 
ler in Saalfeld, was in a private house, 
and was so crowded that many who were 
anxious to hear the Word were unable to 
find a place. A second meeting was de- 
sired by many, but a place sufficiently 
spacious was not easy to be obtained. 
Urged by necessity and encouraged by our 
success in obtaining the use of the danc- 
ing-hall previously, in the name of the 
Lord of hosts it was determined to make 
an effort to secure the use of the theatre 
at Saalfeld. The effort was successful, 
and the meeting was appointed for the 
evening of Aug. 17. The manager, as 

“well as other friends, took pains to circu- 
late information through the whole city 
that an English missionary* was to preach 
in the theatre. 

So the next day we went in company 
with brother G. to Saalfeld. No expense 
was to be spared. We took care to have 
the building well lighted. We dropped 
the curtain, and arranged a pulpit in 
front. But before the service began, the 
space was entirely filled with high and 
low, people of all classes in the city ; so 
that we thought it best for the preacher, 
coming down from the stage, to stand at 
a covered table adorned with two lamps. 
As at the commencement of a play, we had 
to raise the curtain ; not, however, to do 
honor to theatrical customs, or out of re- 
spect to the actors, but in order to secure 
room for the truth. While strangers fill- 
ed the seats of the spectators, which were 
crowded almost to excess by five or six 
hundréd persons, the few Baptists and 
their friends had taken possession of the 
stage, in order to lead the singing. Af 
terwards so great was the throng that many 
strangers were also admitted to the stage. 
The opening hymn was an elevating strain. 
It was a triumph of our Immanuel, a 


* On account of the feebleness of the church 
at Konigsberg, when Mr. Geissler first went 
thither he was sustained as a missionary by 
the Baptist Evangelical Society, of London. 
(See Missionsblatt, July, 1858, p. 100. 

Ep. Mage. 
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psalm of ascriptions such as never before 

had risen from that place. The sermon 
by brother Geissler, on John 8:1-11, was 
applied with serious exhortations to the 
hearers. Many will never lose the im- 
pression. May the Lord make trophies of 
his conquest many of this great multitude 
of people, hitherto enemies of the cross of 
Christ. <A collection was taken at the 
door, which nearly covered the expenses 
of the evening for lighting, &e. Many fa- 
vorable opinions have reached our ears, and 
the wish has been expressed that a similar 
service might be held again. 

On the day after the meeting, the burgo- 
master of Saalfeld caused proclamation to 
be made with the beating of a drum 
throughout the city that no one thence- 
forward should sell anything whatever 
in the market-place on the Sabbath.— 
As brother G. in his sermon alluded to the 
violation of the Sabbath, the trading peo- 
ple immediately suggested—** That is the 
work of the Baptists.” 

But we have to celebrate another vic- 
tory over a similar seat of sin. In the 
town of Liebemiihl | had often preached 
to thronged assemblies, and the place was 
often too strait for us. The desire for the 
preaching of the gospel had again been ex- 
pressed by many friends, and we ourselves 
wished that there particularly, as our 
earlier members residing there had remov- 
ed to America, the kingdom of God might 
be built again. Here now the banner of 
the gospel was to be unfurled again by bro- 
ther Geissler. Br. W., who lives in the 
neighborhood ,was commissioned to procure 
a large room in a convenient location.— 
Accordingly the finest room in the city, 
in the King’s Hotel, was hired for one 
dollar. We were obliged also to pay the 

expense of lighting. ‘The hall accommo- 
dates several hundred persons, and is or- 
dinarily used only for balls and theatrical 
representations. It was completely filled 
by persons of all classes, from the highest 
to the lowest, including the teacher of the 
national school. As in Saalfeld, the glory 
of the prince of darkness was spoiled, while 
the whole multitude sang with one voice 


to the glory of God. The sermon was on 
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the justification of sinners by the blood of 
Christ. 

We thank God with our whole hearts 
for granting us the privilege of proclaim- 
ing the good news of salvation to such 
numbers of the unconverted of all ranks. 
We pray for the influence of the Holy 
Spirit to be shed upon this people, that 
the dead may be brought to life. 

In conclusion,—all these places have in- 
vited us for the future to preach the gos- 
pel. We may regard them all as our con- 
. quered preaching places or chapels, which 
always stand open to us. Our present 
great need is travelling preachers. ‘* Pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest that 
He would send forth laborers into his har- 
vest.”” 

LETTER FROM MR. WEIST. 
The Work among the Poles. 


Aug. 31.—I am now on a missionary 
tour, and on Saturday last I met with the 
Polish missionary Szarkofski, who for the 
last fortnight has been laboring in this 
district with great success. In company 
with brother Schimanski, who speaks both 
German and Polish, I have travelled to the 
boundaries of Poland and Russia, and 
found everywhere hunger for the bread of 
life. 
sons, who have been convinced by the 
Word of God as to the ordinances of the 
gospel. The leader in their assemblies, 
once a reckless man, is now a decided 
Christian. On Saturday evening, the 
28th, we had both a German and a Polish 
service, at which there was much weeping 
and sobbing, and the people seemed to 
swallow every word. The meeting con- 
tinued till three o’clock in the morning, 
as the Poles would not be satisfied. It 
was the same again last evening, when we 
had meetings in two different places. 

Some souls are thoroughly awakened. 
Two of them came early in the morning, 
while we were still asleep, to converse 
about theirsouls. I could not understand 
them; but their tears and sobs bore wit- 
ness to the depth of their feelings. There 
are many Catholics here, who are power- 


There are numerous awakened per- 
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On Sabbath the members from the sur- 
rounding stations, twenty-five in number, 
met at a central point, where the Lord’s 
Supper is celebrated every month. We 
had the joy of baptizing one convert. The 
ordinance was administered in the sea, 
without molestation, and made a happy 
impression on the spectators. 

To-night a convert of long standing hag 
been examined. Some of the German 
population are on the point of joining the 
church. 


TAVOY MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. ALLEN. 


Labors reviewed. 

Tavoy, Oct, 1, 1858.—After the rains 
had fairly set in and the weather become 
settled, | commenced my labors at the 
wayat in the centre of the town. <A few 
days only had elapsed when I took a vio- 
lent cold, and for a month I was only able 
to attend to the ordinary duties of the 
church. About the time I commenced 
active labors again, I met with an acci- 
dent. As soon as I was able I began 
preaching at the zayat, where a few only 
came ; none gave reason to hope that they 
attended to the word spoken. After 
preaching at the zayat for about two 
weeks, I concluded to take advantage of 
a break in the rains, to visit the village 
of Ensouk, five miles down the river, on 
the opposite side, where one of our mem- 
bers lives, and where we have had reason 
to hope the good seed was taking root. 
But, most unfortunately, the day I reach- 
ed the village the rains commenced again 
with redoubled fury, and continued for 
several days, so that I was unable to get 
out and very few came to see me. 

About this time, news of the glorious 
revivals in America reached us. Although 
such a thing as a protracted meeting (to 
my knowledge), was never known in Ta- 
voy, I felt that I could not let the rains 
pass without holding one in our little 
chapel. I thought, and do still think, if 
the heathen could be brought together, 


fully moved. 


and for many consecutive evenings be per- 
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suaded to listen to the message of salva- 
tion, they would not reject it. 


Difficulties to be met. 


But to hold a meeting in this country, 
is a very different thing from what it is in 
America. We have not the strength and 
vigor either of body or mind in this debil- 
itating climate, that ministers have at 
home. We cannot speak in our mother 
tongue, and thus use to advantage the 
knowledge we have been acquiring all our 
days, but must communicate our ideas 
through a foreign and barren language, 
whose construction is in almost every in- 
stance directly the reverse of our own. 
The entire ignorance of the people, too, 
of scriptural scenes and history, renders it 
exceedingly difficult to impress their minds 
with important truths, the mere allusion 
to which would at once be understood and 
appreciated by a Christian assembly. In 
addition to this, the speaker must not 
only exercise the functions of the minister 
in communicating instruction, but the 
authority of the schoolmaster in keeping 
order in the congregation. 

As brother Watrous, of the Shwaygyeen 
Mission, was with us and could render 
valuable aid, we resolved to commence a 
series of meetings, and trust in God for 
the result. I preached to the church on 
the subject, and told them how such meet- 
ings were conducted in America. Many 
of the church members seemed considera- 
bly aroused. One man came to tell me 
that he arose at three o’clock in the night 
to pray. 

During the day previous to the evening 
on which the meetings were to commence, 
the Christians went about town and in- 
vited all they could find to come in. Ten 
or a dozen came, a part of whom paid 
good attention. For a few evenings the 
number and interest increased, and we 
began to hope that we should see the glory 
of the Lord revealed. But as soon as it 
was known that a few were feeling seri- 
ous, their neighbors and relations began 
to revile them. Had the opposition bro- 
ken out in a violent manner, it would no 
doubt have tended to advance the cause 
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of Christ; but under the English rule 
none dare resort to violence. A number 
of people will gather around a man, and 
ask him in the most reviling manner if he 
is going to forsake the religion of his fath- 
ers, if he is going to kick his mother and 
say that all his ancestors were fools? 
They then threaten him that if he enters 
Yayshu Kreet, (becomes a Christian,) they 
will not come near him when sick nor 
bury him when dead. His house may rot 
down over his body, and the crows pick 
the flesh from his bones ; they will render 
him no assistance. ‘Terrified by such 
threats, a number, whom we regarded 
hopeful cases, both to avoid reviling, and, 
perhaps, to stifle conviction, went off to 
the jungle. One man who has a Chris- 
tian wife, and whom we regarded the 
most hopeful, left home on Sabbath morn- 
ing about a weck after the meetings com- 
menced, and did not return until after 
they were over. The priests, on hearing 
that some were attending our meetings, 
frightened them so that they dared no 
longer come near us. During the time of 
holding our meetings, we were accustomed 
to go out every afternoon and invite the 
people to come in. All would promise, 
and on an average about one in twenty 
would fulfil the promise. After about a 
month the people became satiated, the 
heathen ceased to attend, and the meet- 
ings were closed. 

Although we cannot count upon any 
converts as the fruit of our labors, yet on 
the whole [ think good has been done. 
The members have been strengthened and 
would be much more ready to hold meet- 
ings of the kind another year ; while many 
heathen have listened to the words of life, 
which, in the good providence of God, 
may in after years prove the salvation of 
their souls. 

Soon after our mectings closed, the chol- 
era broke out in the city and hurried 
many to their graves. 


Day School and Bible-Class. 


From our day school, which numbers 
about sixty pupils and is supported by lo- 


cal funds, I had hoped to reap some fruit. 
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The teacher, who is the only remaining 
convert gathered by Boardman, opens the 
school every morning by reading the 
Scriptures and prayer. I have spent one 
hour a day during the rains in teaching 
the most advanced class geography and 
arithmetic. In these lessons I have tried 
to mingle religious instruction, and [ 
trust with good effect. The scholars all 
spend half of Friday and Saturday in 
committing Scripture lessons for recitation 
on Sabbath morning. My class came to 
me privately for this purpose, and the 
hour spent with them is often the happi- 
est of all the week. They have obtained 
a knowledge of Scripture, that would not 
suffer in comparison with that attained 
by Sabbath school children in America, 
and on several oceasions some have man- 
ifested much interest for the salvation of 
their souls. The class numbers seven, 
four of whom are the children of mem- 
bers, two of Burman, and one of Mussul- 
man parents. With scarcely an excep- 
tion they are good boys, and [ cannot but 
indulge the hope that when I am in my 
grave some of them may become messen- 
gers of mercy to their benighted country- 
men. 

After hearing my Bible class, I return 
with them to the school room, where, if 
time permits, | make remarks suited to 
the understanding of the smaller children, 
and then Yismiss them by singing and 
prayer. All who wish are invited to at- 
tend chapel ; none are compelled to do so. 

In addition to these religious exercises 
with the young, L invite my Bible class 
and all others who are inclined, to meet 
me in my study on Monday evening, for 
an inquiry meeting. A goodly number 
come, and some have, on several occa- 
sions, united with me in prayer. 

At the commencement of the rains, I 
proposed to the pastor of the church to 
hold meetings at his house onee a week. 
To this he readily consented, and express- 
ed a preference to hold them in the day 
time, rather than the evening. At first I 
was greatly encouraged. About thirty 
came, (all but three were women,) and 
for a heathen congregation gave good at- 
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tention to the word spoken. But a few 
meetings only were enough to satisfy cu- 
riosity. After a month the congregation 
dwindled to nothing, and the: meetings 
were consequently discontinued. 

State of the Church, 

The regular exercises of the church have 
been maintained as usual,—two services 
on the Sabbath and two prayer meetings 
during the week. 

The members generally have lived 
blameless lives and adorned their profes- 
sion before the world; but the conduct of 
a few has required discipline. Two have 
been excluded, and one is now under sus- 
pension. One has died during the year, 
—the old man baptized about a year 
since.* He lived about sixty miles dis- 
tant, and was with us but once after his 
baptism. From what we could learn of 
him during his last sickness, we have rea- 
son to think his end was peace, and that 
a triumphal crown awaited him above. 
As we have had no increase during the 
year, our number is now reduced to thir- 
teen.f 

Personal Trials. 


I feel sad when I think of our reduced 
state, and am often led to ask myself, 
what more can I do than I have done? I 
have preached in every part of the city. 
I have visited every village from the mouth 
of the Tavoy river to its source, those on 
the sea shore and in other parts of the 
province, as frequently as time and the 
means at my disposal would permit, every- 
where preaching the word and distribut- 
ing books, tracts, and portions of the 
Scriptures; and yet I am obliged to ex- 
claim, ** Who hath believed our report?” 
Not one, to my knowledge, has given up 
idolatry and embraced Christ ; and out of 
the hundreds who have promised to call 
on me when they came to the city, not 


five have done so. The Tavoyers have al- 


* Seo Magazine for April, 1858, p. 108. 

t+ When I came to Tavoy, the church num- 
bered twenty-four Burmans; the four added 
make the total 28. 
ed, two have died, and three have been ex- 
cluded. 


Of these, ten have remov- 
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ways been proverbially a hardened and 
besotted set. Buddhism here gained one 
of its first footholds in Burmah, and here 
it has struck its roots deepest in the hearts 
of the people. 

The question has frequently risen in my 
mind, Why was I sent to Tavoy? The 
death of Biddle led me to consecrate myself 
to the work of missions. While in antici- 
pation of the work, I had expected to labor 
in the newly acquired territory, or to ac- 
company Kineaid to Ava ; but here I have 
been five years laboring on barren soil, 
without being permitted to see one soul 
converted as the direct fruit of my efforts.* 
Others, who entered the field later, have 
been greatly blessed. Br. Whitaker, my 
school and class-mate for years, labored ina 
more propitious field ; his work drove him 
and he has fallen amid shouts of victory. 
Our fields of Iabor were different. He 
needed only to enter his at any point, and 
crowds of eager listeners pressed around 
him to listen to the words that fell from 
his lips. If I knew there was one individ- 
ual, in the most remote corner of my field, 
who was willing to embrace the gospel, I 
would spare no time nor means to reach 
him. But alas! wherever I go, I find all 
as hard as the nether millstone. Numbers 


have apparently listened with some degree | 
of interest, until brought to see that if | 


they embrace Christianity they must both 


* Of the four added to the church since I 
came to Tavoy, I cannot say that any are the 
direct fruit of my labors. 
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forsake their ancestral religion and bear 
the scorn and ridicule of the world. This 
is too much, and they immediately fall 
away. I have found by sad experience 
that to follow up such cases does no good. 
Ifa man deliberately and willfully rejects 
the only Saviour, what can the missionary 
do? The more there is said to such only 
stirs up their hatred, turns them into bit- 
ter opposers, and will add to their tor- 
ments in the world to come. 

Government officials have always paid 
me the greatest deference and respect. 
Some of this class have at times caused a 
glimmering of hope to pass through my 
mind, that they might carefully examine 
the claims of Christianity, and, being less 
exposed to the ridicule and contempt of 
the multitude, be led to embrace it. A 
few evenings since I visited a goungyoke 


| who lives near my house, and who has al- 
| ways received me in the most cordial 
| manner. After spending some time in 
presenting to him the excellencies of the 
gospel, [ urged upon him the importance 
of attending to the salvation of his soul. 
He replied, ‘Teacher, if I speak my mind 
| freely, I must say I cannot embrace Chris- 
_tianity. I examined the subject many 
| years ago in Maulmain, and I cannot 
now, at the age of forty-eight, forsake the 
religion of my forefathers to embrace a 
foreigner’s religion.”’ I tried to persuade 
| him to consider the subject again, but he 
| did not wish to converse farther on the 
| subject. 


MISCE 


LLANY. 


PROTESTANT MISSIONS AMONG THE 
FRENCH CANADIANS. 


Tne descendants of the old French 


colonists in Canada now number about | 


750,000 souls. They are politically united 


to the British population, but have lit- | 
tle intercourse or sympathy with them. | 


Clinging to their ancestral ideas, customs, 
and language, they are slow to catch the 
impulse of British and American enter- 


| prise, and are almost wholly ignorant of 
' English literature. Among them the 
| church of Rome is established by law. 
Its power is all but universally acknowl- 
| edged. Its organization is complete. The 
Archbishop of Quebee casts his eye over 
nine dioceses, each ruled by a bishop. Of 
these dioceses, the five most densely peo- 
pled, viz., Quebec, Three Rivers, St. Hy- 
acinthe, Montreal, and Ottawa, are almost 
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entirely constituted of French Canadian 
parishes. ‘The domination of the church 
of Rome over so large and compact a por- 
tion of the entire population of this prov- 
ince, is perilous in the extreme to the 
educational and political progress of Can- 
ada. And while it seriously complicates 
the difficulties of Government, it moves 
the concern of all true Christians, who 
must commiserate the spiritual darkness 
and bondage of this naturally amiable 
and interesting people. The Protestant 
churches of Canada, we dare to ‘affirm, 
have no more urgent and imperative duty, 
than to evangelize the French Canadians 
and so rescue them from false teachers 
and ‘+ blind leaders of the blind.’’ 

The purpose of the present paper is to 
state, in brief, the efforts that are now 
made toward this end. 

The most important and extensive agen- 
cy is that of the French Canadian Mission- 
ary Society, which has been established for 
about twenty years. The Society was 
constituted and still continues on a general 
evangelicab basis. Its office-bearers and 
committee are connected with various de- 
nominations. No question is asked regard- 
ing the ecclesiastical principles or prefer- 
ences of its missionaries, provided they 
hold the faith in Christ. The Society 
enjoys the support of twenty-three Auxili- 
ary Associations, some of the most liberal 
of which are in Great Britain. Its income 
for the year 1857 was £2,817, 16s. 8d. 
eurrency, of which sum Canada contrib- 
uted no less than £2,228, 2s. 9d. The 
income, however, is quite insufficient for 
the claims of the work, and year after year 
the Committee report a heavy debt which 
threatens to become chronic. 

The operations of this Society have been 
confined chiefly to stations on the north 
shore of the St. Lawrence. Great promi- 
nence is given to the religious instruction 
of young Canadians of both sexes. At 
Pointe-aux-Trembles, eight miles from the 
city of Montreal, two large buildings have 
been erected as schools, and in these sev- 
eral hundreds of Canadian boys and girls, 
members of Roman Catholic families, have 
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learned the elements of religious as well a® 
secular knowledge. At the head of the 
boys’ school is the Rev. C. Roux; at the 
head of the girls’, Madame Berjon. 

At Montreal there is a small French 
Protestant congregation, to which the 
Rev. P. Wolff, secretary of the Society, 
and the Rev. J. E. Tanner, minister. 
There is also a little flock at Belle Riviére, 
about twenty-eight miles from that city, 
under the care of the Rev. F. Doudiet. 
Besides the places named, various other 
stations are occupied by teachers and cat- 
echists. Of these laborers, several are 
men of great zeal and devotedness. 

Only second in importance to the French 
Canadian Missionary Society, and a little 
prior in origin, is the Baptist Mission, 
conducted by ** the Evangelical Society of 
La Grande Ligne.”’ This Society draws 
its principal support from Baptist churches 
in the United States, although it has both 
in Canada and the States not a few liberal 
contributors in other denominations. 
The income for the year 1857 is reported 
to have been about $7,800, but the expen- 
diture was considerably in excess of that 
sum. 

The field occupied by this Society lies 
on the south shore of the St. Lawrence, 
and is more favorable mission ground than 
that which lies on the north bank of the 
river—the French Canadians being more 
in contact with Protestants of British or 
American descent, and being thus more 
disposed to religious inquiry. La Grande 
Ligne lies to the south of Montreal, not 
far from the American lines. There the 
Society possesses a large building, which 
is used like the schools at Pointe-aux- 
Trembles, for the general and especially 
the religious education of young Canadi- 
ans. Boys only are received at Grande 
Ligne, and another institute at Longueil, 
opposite the city of Montreal, has been 
opened for the education of girls. 

The ruling spirit of this mission is Ma- 
dame Feller, a lady of great zeal and abil- 
ity. With her are associated various 
ministers and teachers, several of whom 
are converted French Canadians, and one 
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of them a converted priest. At St. Pie, 
there is an organized Baptist church of 
French Canadians connected with the 
Grande Ligne Society. One of the mis- 
sionaries, Rev. L. Normandeau, preaches 
the gospel in Quebec ; and another, Rev. 
N. Cyr, labors in Montreal, and publishes 
a small French newspaper, the Semeur 
Canadien. The following summary we 
take from the published report of this 
Society for the past year. 

In recapitulating what the Lord has 
done by our instrumentality for the evan- 
gelization of our French population, we 
find that about three hundred new fami- 
lies have been visited during the year by 
our colporteurs, evangelists, or ministers, 
without mentioning hundreds of others 
that had been visited previously, and where 
the gospel had taken more or less hold. 
Nearly five hundred New Testaments have 
been disseminated by our agency. Here 
we would again remind our Christian 
friends and helpers in this great cause, 
that in our country, with present existing 
prejudices and religious ignorance, in most 
cases, to place a Bible or a New Testament 
in a family, is to have made it more than 
half Protestant ; the whole question of free 
examination, and of the authority of the 
Church, has to be previously discussed, 
and resolved in favor of Protestantism. 
Our French paper has taken a higher 
position in the periodical literature of the 
day, and is already a very important in- 
strument, in preparing and showing the 
way to the gospel and to Christ. Our 
institutions have been blessed with a few 
conversions, and with encouraging pro- 
gress, both mentally and morally. Six 
families have this year openly left the 
church of Rome, and some of their mem- 
bers have been converted to Christ. Fif- 
teen persons have made a profession of 
their faith in baptism; their conduct 
proves that they have begun to walk in 
newness of life toward a glorious immor- 
tality.”’ 

Not far distant from the Grande Ligne, 
is the new mission of Sabrevois, undr the 
care of the Colonial Church and School 
Society of the Church of England. Sabre- 
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vois is a seigniory on the river Richelieu, 
distant twenty-nine miles from Montreal, 
and eight miles from the town of St. 
John’s. The Rev. Daniel Gavin, the 
founder of this mission, has been called by 
death to rest from his labors. The com- 
mittee report that they find great difficulty 
in obtaining suitable missionaries,  speak- 
ing the French language, and attached to 
the Church of England.’? A church and 
parsonage have been built at Sabrevois, 
and a little flock gathered. A French 
Training School has also been instituted at 
St. John’s; and is found to fulfil the ex- 
pectations of the committee. We believe 
that this mission is liberally supported. 

Various clergymen of the Church of 
England, resident in rural districts of 
Eastern Canada, have expressed a desire 
to obtain the assistance of French mis- 
sionaries, who might hold service in their 
churches in the French language for such 
habitans as could be induced to attend. 
In the present scarcity of missionaries, 
these clergymen ought surely to familiar- 
ize themselves with the Frencly language, 
and endeavor to enlighten their halitans 
neighbors. All Protestant ministers scat- 
tered over the French districts, whose con- 
gregations are not very large, might be in 
some measure French Canadian missiona- 
ries ; but the remark applies most strongly 
to the rural clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land in the dioceses of Montreal and Que- 
bee. They are very widely dispersed, 
and in many cases have so small pastoral 
charges that they might easily devote a 
portion of time to the French Canadians. 

The Wesleyan Methodists are engaged 
in forming a mission, also on the south 
shore of the St. Lawrence, under the Rev. 
T. Charbonnell and others. 

THE INDIAN MUTINY AND MISSIONS. 

Even in Meerut, the very place where 
the Indian mutiny may be said to have 
taken its start, to run its fearful race of 
bloodshed and desolation, the Lord has 
lately been pleased to make manifest his 
power in the conversion of men. In_ the 
very region that has been so thoroughly 
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swept of missionaries and missionary 
agencies—where Bibles, religious tracts 
and books, and printing-presses, have 
been sought out and destroyed as though 
they contained within themselves the 
germs of moral miasmata—a copy of the 
Scriptures, escaping the search of its ene- 
mies, remained in a village, and was made 
the instrument of subduing to Christ the 
hearts of some of those very enemies. 
They had endeavored to rid the country 
of every vestige of Christianity, and had 
rejoiced at the slaughter of missionaries, 
their wives, children, and catechists ; but 
they were really only affording the Prince 
of the kings of the earth an opportunity 
of showing the glorious sovereignty of his 
grace. 

In consequence of the destruction of 
Bibles and of printing-presses in Northern 
India, the Bible Society finds itself com- 
pelled to get Hindu Bibles printed in 
London, and a missionary is there for the 
purpose of superintending the edition ; 
but the Author of the Bible is showing 
us that He can make a single copy of the 
Scriptures the means of accomplishing 
what hundreds of copies, accompanied by 
missionary instructions, have often failed 
to effect. 

And this is not a solitary illustration 
of the fact that the heathen imagined a 
vain thing, when they set themselves 
against the Lord and his Christ. More 
than two hundred converts have lately 
come forward to receive baptism at the 
hands of the missionaries at Chota Nag- 
pur. And to come nearer home, we un- 
derstand that in the Ahmednuggur field, 
the missionaries have been permitted to 
receive forty new converts to their churches 
during the first six months of this year. 

‘Some six or eight months since we al- 
luded to the bold declaration of a respect- 
ed native member of the Amritsar Church- 
of-England mission—that for every Chris- 
tian whom the rebels or mutineers might 
massacre, in the hope of exterminating 
Christianity, ten converts would spring 
up to take the place of the martyred dead. 
Time is already verifying the correctness 
of the good man’s foresight, and we learn 
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with real gratification that many of the 
inhabitants of a large village near Murrul 
have become followers of Christ in truth 


and sincerity. During one of the raids 
frequently rendered necessary in the neigh- 
borhood of that station, a vernacular Bi- 
ble was left in the village we allude to, 
whether by design or accident we do not 
know. It fell into the hands of a man 
who could read, and he began to study 
its contents. One of his neighbors notic- 
ed his attention, and bade him throw the 
book away, as the Feringhi Raj was at 
an end, and he need not trouble himself 
about books. The reader replied that he 
found it written in the book that ‘heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but his (my) 
word shall not pass away,’ and persisted 
in his researches. 

**On the district settling down into a 
more peaceable condition, our friend had 
not only resolved on knowing, himself, 
some of the doctrines taught by his book, 
but had induced others to follow him ; 
anda number went into Meerut to beg 
for instruction at the hands of the mis- 
sionaries. It was of course most gladly 
afforded, and the pleasing result is, that 
there is, at the present moment, a prom- 
ising congregation of some sixty Chris- 
tians in the village, who have obtained 
the services of a native catechist, and 
institutions that 
promise the most cheering results.’’— 
Bombay Guardian. 


have organized local 


RELIGIONS AND SUPERSTITIONS OF 
CHINA. 


Divination by Astrology. 


The present communication concludes the 
series on the topic indicated in the title. The 
several papers have abounded in interesting 
information illustrative of Chinese life and 
character, and furnishing valuable helps to an 
estimate of the people and to an understanding 
of the obstacles to the diffusion of Christianity 
among them. 

Divination is practised by means of as- 
trology, in a manner still more intricate. 
The events of men’s lives are supposed to 
be under the influences of twenty-eight 
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stars ; each of which is an object of wor- 
ship. In telling fortunes by this method, 
a representation on paper of a man’s ho- 
roscope is prepared for each individual 
applicant. It has, first, a circular map 
or table; on the periphery of which are 
arranged the twenty-eight stars in longer 
or shorter segments, to which they are 
severally assigned. The eight characters 
before described, determine under the in- 
fluences of what particular star an indi- 
vidual’s life begins. Starting from this 
point, the life is supposed to revolve in 
this fixed circle ; passing, in regular suc- 
cession, under different and varying stel- 
lar influences. The length of time during 
which one’s life is under the influence of 
any particular star, is ascertained by a 
computation based upon the Chinese fes- 
tivals. It would be as useless as it is 
difficult, to attempt to give a minute ac- 
count of this kind of divination. It com- 
mands the confidence of the people more, 
perhaps, than any other; either because 
it is more mysterious, or because of the 
natural disposition of mankind to connect 
their destinies with the positions and 
movements of the heavenly bodies. It is 
supposed by some, and not without rea- 
son, that the sciences of astrology and al- 
chemy, (the latter of which is now held 
in contempt in China as well as in the 
West,) originated in China, and were af- 
terwards introduced into the West from 
China by the Arabs. But to return to 
our subject. By referring to different ta- 
bles, and going through long computa- 
tions, the circular table is completed ; and 
a greater or less amount of vague and 
wordy explanations is appended. The 
divination may be for one, or for a num- 
ber of years. It may give a general rep- 
resentation of the fortunes of a year; or 
particular accounts of each month, or 
even of each day. When the period is 
long, and the divination minute, the writ- 
ten document becomes voluminous; and 
can sometimes only be obtained at a cost 
of several dollatrs. 
The superstitions of the people respect- 
ing the influences of the stars, may be 
further illustrated by a communication 
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from the chief magistrate in Ningpo, dated 
April 11th, 1850, addressed to the British 
consul, and having reference to the pur- 
chase of a building site in the city, by 
foreigners. The spot of ground in ques- 
tion is occupied by a heap of ruins, sup- 
posed to be the remains of houses which 
were burned, with their occupants, about 
four hundred years ago ; since which time 
no one has dared to build on it, for fear 
of the spirits which are supposed to se- 
crete themselves in its heaps of rubbish. 
The Chinese officer, after having painted 
in fearful colors the inconveniences resalt- 
ing from living in a place haunted by 
spectres, and made dismal by horrid 
sounds of shricks and groans, often heard 
in the silence of the night, proceeds as 
follows : ** On the other hand, an exami- 
nation of the astronomical tables shows 
that the baneful star, directing its nox- 
ious influences to places and things, points 
out for this year the twu astronomical 
characters mow and ki; meaning centre or 
middle ; thereby denoting that all places 
centrically situated will be unlucky this 
year. This spot, being almost in the cen- 
tre of the city, it is apprehended that any 
important changes made on it, or any re- 
moval of earth from it during the present 
year, would give rise to all sorts of objec- 
tions on the part of the people.” 

A class of blind fortune-tellers may be 
continually seen in the streets of Ningpo, 
led by an attendant, and giving notice of 
their approach by playing lively airs on a 
kind of guitar of three strings. They gain 
from oral instructions a superficial knowl- 
edge of the arts described above, and prac- 
tise some of the most simple methods 
which they prescribe. They are great 
gossips, become familiarly acquainted by 
mutual consultations with the neighbor- 
hoods in which they carry on their busi- 
ness ; and are particularly skilled in clic 
iting facts by indirect questions, and do- 
livering their responses in ambiguous lan- 
guage. They make their disclosures in a 
chanting tone, with a musical accompa- 
niment on their instruments. They find 
the women their most successful dupes ; 


and their services may be secured for 
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eighteen or twenty cash ; less than two 
cents. 
Fortune-Telling. 

Closely connected with the above meth- 
ods of fortune-telling, there is the univer- 
sal practice of ** comparing the six char- 
acters,’ with reference to marriage con- 
tracts. ‘This is a simple process, and may 
be attended to by any of the classes of 
fortune-tellers above described. The six 
characters are those which represent the 
year, month, and day of one’s birth. Be- 
fore a marriage contract is entered into, 
these characters of the female in question 
must be handed to the friends of the male 
party. They are carefully examined to 
see whether they are propitious in’ them- 
selves considered ; and particularly wheth- 
er they agree or clash with the characters 
of the other party. Deception is often 
practised in these cases, and false or sub- 
stituted characters are perhaps more fre- 
quently sent than the true. 

In addition to the modes of fortune- 
telling which have been noticed, and 
which are regarded as the most respecta- 
ble and successful, a variety of others 
might be mentioned, which, though com- 
mon, are regarded as of little importance. 
One method is carried on by means of 
birds, which are trained to select strips of 
paper, containing a few words of good or 
evil import. Snakes and turtles are used 
much in the same way; the direction of 
their heads indicating which piece of pa- 
per is to be selected. A class of men gain 
a livelihood by gratifying the curiosity of 
those who wish to know who and what 
they were in a previous state of existence, 
and what they are to be in the succeeding 
one. This is done by means of the map 
or table of the three lives. The applicant 
is required to state his name and the time 
of his birth ; and, the leading facts of his 
present life being known, he is informed 
what was his name, occupation, and place 
of residence in the past life, and what 
they are to be in the next. This mode of 
revealing past and future events, has the 
advantage that its statements cannot be 
disproved. It may be said, however, with 
reference to the other modes of divination 
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above mentioned, that when the event 
does not correspond to the prediction, it 
is still insisted upon that what was fore- 
told is what would have occurred in the 
natural course of things; and that the 
seeming failure is due to an unusual 
amount of guilt, bringing its necessary 
reward of evil on the one hand, or a fund 
of merit, producing unexpected fortune 
on the other. 

The manner of divining responses from 
the gods, and of obtaining a knowledge 
of the unseen world by means of necro- 
mancy, have been described in former let- 
ters. 


Physiognomy. 


Physiognomy presents another and dis- 
tinct mode of arriving at a knowledge of 
the future, and several extensive treatises 
have been written on this subject which 
need not here be particularly mentioned. 
This art, as it is now practised in China, 
bears no slight resemblance to Western 
phrenology. Regard is had to the gen- 
eral contour of the head, the different 
bumps or developments, and the complee- 
tion. Various plates represent, with great 
minuteness, the divisions of the head, with 
their inherent qualities. With this art is 
also connected the kindred art of palmis- 
try. Men have the left hand examined ; 
women the right. Different parts of the 
head are also supposed to have a certain 
connection with the eight ‘‘diagrams,’’ and 
one part or diagram is regarded as having 
a controlling influence over an individual's 
life at one period, and another at another. 
Closely connected with the practice of 
physiognomy is that of feeling of the bones 
of the body ; by doing which it is suppos- 
ed that the character and future destinies 
of an individual may be determined. Not 
only are the outward features of men _be- 
lieved to be indicative of their future des- 
tiny, but also the forms and features of 
idols and graven images. Before they 
have been taken from the shop of the ar- 
tizan, persons professing a knowledge of 
this art, predict which will acquire the 
greatest celebrity, and draw the greatest 
number of worshippers to its shrine. 
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Lucky Days. 
Another practice designed to insure 
success and good fortune, is that of choos- 
ing lucky days. This is sometimes done 
by consulting the almanac, in which the 
character of each day ismarked. In more 
important matters, however, a more par- 
ticular examination is necessary; and a 
person wishing to commence any work or 
enterprise under favorable auspices, re- 
pairs to the shop of a professional day- 
chooser. These shops are numerous, and, 
in passing through the street, you may 
always see the grave day-prophet, with 
pen in hand, surrounded by his numerous 
city and country customers. The charac- 
ters of days are determined by the stars 
which are supposed to preside over them. 
Sometimes a day is under the combined 
influences of different stars, prosperous 
and adverse. It is necessary in such 
cases to determine what influences pre- 
dominate, and to examine the relation of 
particular stars to particular objects and 
enterprises. In commencing business, 
opening a school, building a house, fixing 
a wedding-day, or in engaging in any- 
thing of great importance, the choosing 
of a lucky day is regarded a matter by no 
means to be neglected. If a school is 
opened under an unfavorable star, it is 
believed that sickness will prevail in it, 
endangering the lives of pupils and teach- 
er. Ifa person undertakes a journey un- 
der a particular star, he is in danger of 
not being permitted to return home again. 
Nothing strikes the attention of an ob- 
server 80 much on lucky days as the large 
number of bridal chairs, with their ac- 
companying retinue and music, which on 
these days may be seen passing in every 
direction through the streets, and through 
the country. 

The fact of a person’s having been born 
onan unlucky day is regarded as having 
an unfavorable influence on his whole life, 
and is taken into account in divination by 
the different methods. A girl, born un- 
der the star denominated in colloquial the 
‘* Broom Star,”’ is looked upon with sus- 
picion, and it is generally supposed that 
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the family which receives her as a bride, 
will have their house swept clean of its 
luck. A woman born under the star 
Hien-chi, is supposed to be in particular 
danger of dying in child-bed. The man- 
ner in which the danger is averted is sin- 
gular. Mistaking the first character of 
the name for another of the same sound, 
meaning salt, they make it to mean Salt 
Lake, and have some vague suspicion of 
evil connected with it. 
the confinement of the unfortunate indi- 
vidual, a quantity of salt is secretly thrown 
by one of her friends into a jar of water 
used by the family ; and if a person, not 
knowing what has happened, tastes of the 
water, and remarks upon its saltness, the 
spell of the Salt Lake is broken. This 
may serve as a specimen of a large num- 
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ber of tricks or charms, which are resort- 
ed to under different circumstances, to 
avert anticipated evil. 

The particular year in which a person 
is born has also much to do in directing 
Each of the 
twelve characters used in reckoning time 


his steps during future life. 


is associated with some animal. Hence a 
person, according to the character which 
oceurs in the year when he was born, is 
said to have been born under the rat, ox, 
tiger, rabbit, &e. A person born under 
a particular character or animal, must 
not engage in any important work or 
public ceremony on days, the names of 
which contain a character clashing with 
the character occurring in his birth-year. 
Exceptions are made, allowing persons to 
attend the funerals of their relatives, when 
they would otherwise be excluded by this 
rule. On days of public meetings for any 
purpose, placards are often posted in con- 
spicuous places, reminding the people who 
are prevented by the year of their birth 
from being present. A short time since a 
placard was posted on the city wall by 
the authority of the chief magistrate of 
Ningpo, stating that on a certain day sac- 
rifices would be offered to the gods, rela- 
tive to repairing the city wall, and that 
all persons born under the rabbit must ab- 
sent themselves on that occasion. 
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Divination by Dreams. 
Passing over other superstitions of a 


similar kind, that of seeking directions 
and revelations in dreams is worthy of 
special notice. The deities of some few 
temples have acquired great celebrity by 
giving important intimations to their wor- 
shippers in visions of the night. On cer- 
tain days, generally the last great festival 
of the year, these temples are visited by a 
large concourse of people, of whom some 
come from a great distance. Their object 
is, for the most part, to seek direction 
with reference to improving their condi- 
tion in life, by a change of occupation at 
the beginning of the coming year. They 
arrive at the temple before night, burn 
incense, make prostrations, and present 
their prayers before the gods; and then 
lie down in some part of the temple, gen- 
erally on the cold floor, to wait for a 
dream. Those who are so fortunate as to 
have one, put such an interpretation upon 
it as to suit their own fancies and ineli- 
nations; some receive as a dream the va- 
garies of their own imaginations, which 
are sure to be busy about the absorbing 
matter which engages their attention; 
and some, less credulous and imaginative, 
are obliged to go home dreamless and dis- 
appointed. To avoid the inconveniences 
of going to a remote temple, a person 
sometimes makes his bed in the kitchen to 
beg a dream of the kitchen god, which is 
found in every family. 

The above superstitions appear in them- 
selves too frivolous and unreasonable to 
engage our serious attention. They ac- 
quire their interest and importance from 
the fact that they are not curious antiqui- 
ties, but present realities; they are not 
theoretical speculations confined to the 
few, but practical beliefs of universal 
prevalence, swaying the minds of millions, 
and presenting a most serious obstacle to 
the reception of the truth. These beliefs 
are nicely adapted to the hopes and fears 
of man’s sinful but immortal nature, and 
are clung to with great tenacity by those 
whose reason has been moulded and en- 
slaved by them. Fate, and a thousand 
inferior deities take ™ place of an infi- 
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nite and omnipresent God, and render it 
difficult for the mind even to conceive of 
his universal sovereignty and overruling 
providence.—J. L. Nevius, in Home and 
Foreign Record. 
DUTY OF GIVING FOR RELIGIOUS 
PURPOSES. 

The following essay constitutes the Circular 
Letter of the Coosa Baptist Association, in the 
State of Georgia. The scriptural and forcible 
views of the writer, Rey. J. A. Collins, com- 
mend the article to a careful perusal. 

The first great question to be settled is, 
what proportion of our means does God 
require us to consecrate to religious pur- 
poses? The claims of God to the world 
and the fulness thereof, cannot be over- 
looked much longer. There is a growing 
impression that an appalling dereliction 
prevails, that a change amounting to a 
general reformation must come over the 
churches before Christianity can accom- 
plish its mission, that this delinquency 
has delayed the work committed to Chris- 
tendom of preaching the gospel to every 
creature, and converted the world into a 
field of blood and into a company of con- 
tending sectarians. 

It is proposed in this essay to inquire 
into the teachings of the sacred Scriptures 
on the subject of giving for religious pur- 
poses. Baptists recognize the sufficiency 
and binding force of these living oracles. 
Show us one precept or one example, say 
we in our debates about ordinances, and 
we yield the issue. Shall we—can we, 
without inconsistency, not to say sin, re- 
quire more before we acknowledge the ob- 
ligation to give, or can we without sin, 
ignore a positive duty when we have line 
upon line, precept upon precept, simply 
because it comes in contact with our self- 
ishness, the mother of all sins? God has 
frequently kindled fires to burn up the 
luxury and lusts bred and nursed in the 
hot-bed of the world’s selfishness. No 
man, no denomination, no nation can long 
escape the judgments of God, who habit- 
ually refuses to perform a positive duty. 

Shall we give or shall we not give? 
Mark 12: 15. 
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The first act of religious worship on 
record was the offering of property to the 
Lord. This is declared to be an act of 
faith. ‘ By faith Abel offered to God a 
more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by 
which he obtained witness that he was 
righteous, God testifying of his gifts.’’ 
Heb. 11: 4. Abraham not only acknowl- 
edged his property as a gift, but recogniz- 
ed God as the proprietor and himself as a 
steward, by offerings on all suitable ocea- 
sions, and in this way trained himself to 
become the friend of God and the father 
of the faithful. Jacob vowed in his vision 
to give to God a tenth of all his increase, 
and thus became not only wealthy, but 
the progenitor of a people who were re- 
markable for their readiness to honor the 
drafts which the Great Proprietor of the 
world drew upon them. Whether these 
consecrations of property were made un- 
der the force of an oral command or from 
the impulses of a devout heart, it is clear 
that they were not only acceptable to God 
and secured to the donors the highest de- 
gree of prosperity and the largest share of 
faith and patience, but also rendered them 
worthy model-pilgrims and stewards. 

The thrift and piety of the descendants 
of the “ pilgrim fathers’’ result from the 
liberality of those patriarchs of an infant 
nation in providing for intellectual and 
moral training ; so surely do the vices or 
virtues of the fathers descend to the chil- 
dren. And what may we not expect from 
the generations of the Abrahams and the 
Jacobs? The sequel will tell. Let us 
come to the law and to the testimony. 
And surely if any people can be excused 
they are the Israelites, just from a four 
hundred and thirty years’ bondage—their 
wives and children with them—a long 
journey before them ; a short store of pro- 
visions ; a scanty supply of clothing, an 
unproductive country to be traversed and 
little hospitality to be expected. Well 
could these half-escaped bondsmen com- 
plain of hard times. But they had put 
themselves under the teachings of the 
Law-Giver, and the silence of the awful 
moment is broken. ‘Say ye unto the 
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children of Israel that they bring me an 

offering ; of every man that giveth it wil- 
lingly with his heart. And this is the 
offering which ye shall take of them, gold 
and silver and brass, &c.’’ Exodus 25: 
2—3. 

To this call for a voluntary contribu- 
tion “they came both men and women, as 
many as were willing-hearted, and brought 
bracelets, &c.,’’ until ‘‘the stuff they had 
was sufficient for all the work to make it 
and too much.’? Exodus 33: 22; also 
36: 7. These free-will offerings were 
sufficient to construct a tabernacle and 
furnish it with every thing necessary. 
Subsequently ample provisions were made 
for the poor, for the widow and orphan 
as well as for the priests and Levites, in- 
cluding one-twelfth of the entire popula- 
tion. Here we have a ‘system of benefi- 
cence, ample in its scope, to meet the 
wants, physical and religious, of a whole 
nation established forever.”’ 

The terrible wilderness is passed; the 
tabernacle is worn out. Selfishness and 
misery reigned a long time, until this sys- 
tem was restored under David. He him- 
self had prepared, with all his might, gold 
and silver in abundance, and spent the 
evening of his eventful life in drawing 
drafts, and in arranging plans for the 
construction of a house for the Lord on a 
grander scale. For an account of this 
wonderful exhibition of liberality, the 
reader is referred to the 28th and 29th 
chapters of Ist Chronicles. See how ample 
the provisions are ; how liberally the peo- 
ple offer, so much so that the temple is 
estimated to have cost three thousand mil- 
lions of dollars; notice, too, how this pi- 
ous king ascribed all to God. * Both 
riches and honors come of Thee, and Thou 
reignest over all; * * for all things 
come of Thee and of Thine own have we 
given Thee. All this store that we have 
prepared, cometh of Thine hand, and is 
all Thine own.” 1 Chron. 29: 10—16. 

So deep rooted was this sense of duty 
in the minds of the better part of the 
Jews, that it entered into their national 
proverbs, into the fiery visions of their 
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prophets, that if they honored the Lord 
with their substance, their barns should 


be filled. Prov. 3: 9—10. Ifthey would 
observe an acceptable fast, it was to deal 
their bread to the hungry—to draw out 
their soul to the hungry, and satisfy the 
afflicted soul; then was their light to rise 
in obscurity, and their darkness to be as 
the noonday ; then they should call and 
the Lord would answer them. ‘To with- 
hold was to rob God. Mal. 3: 8, 12; 
Isaiah 58 6—12. 

However much we may be disposed to 
evade the force of the Old Testament 
Scriptures upon the subject of giving, no 
such evasion is admissible in the New 
Testament. And it is here submitted to the 
candid reader if the teachings of the old 
dispensation on this particular subject do 
not form a part of the moral features of 
that Testament, and one therefore still in 
force. It is evident that Christ and his 
apostles frequently quoted from the Old, 
and incorporated its precepts in the New. 
On this subject see 2 Cor. 9: 9. Partie- 
ularly is this the case in 1 Cor. chap- 
ter 9. The apostle argues to prove 
from the law, the duty to support the 
ministers of the new covenant ; and finally 
concludes that God hath ordained that 
they that preach the gospel shall live of 
the gospel. See 1 Cor. 9: 14. 

John the Baptist claimed no support 
from either dispensation ; hence the coarse- 
ness of his garments, and the plainness of 
his food. He came neither eating nor 
drinking. He gave in a short, figurative 
style, the substance of the new dispensation. 
His axe, his tree, his fan, his flour, his 
wheat and his chaff, are all full of gospel 
marrow. The people came to him to know 
what they must do. He promptly replied, 
‘‘Let him that hath two coats sell one and 
impart to him that hath none, and let 
him that hath meat do likewise.”’? Luke 
3: 11. Here is the principle and the du- 
ty in a small compass. Shall Baptists, 
who justly recognize his baptism in its 
force and form, repudiate his teaching on 
giving? Let us beware how we cull the 
Scriptures for selfish ends. It is to be 
feared, if his doctrine on giving were fore- 
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ed, that many would reject it as some do 
his baptism. 
Christ is King and Lawgiver in Zion, 


Head over all things to the church. His 
teachings must be conclusive. We pass 


over the example of his gift to us, with 
this simple remark, that his gift to us is 
the measure of our obligation to him. 
He gave himself for us, and he requires 
us to give ourselves to him. It is worthy 
of note in this connection, that neither 
prayer nor baptism is more frequently and 
positively taught by him than the duty of 
giving. He taught this duty in almost 
every possible form: first, by requiring 
self-denial as a condition of discipleship, 
by forbidding the laying up of treasures 
on earth. Second, by commanding us to 
sell what we have and give alms (Luke 
12: 33), to give to him that asketh; by 
requiring the fruits of the vineyard and 
the improvement of the talents; by his 
exposition of the law and the prophets ; 
by the parable of the good Samaritan ; by 
commending the two mites of the poor 
widow, and the cup of cold water ; by di- 
rect precept to cive and it shall be given 
to you again, good measure, &e. Luke 
6: 38. ‘Freely ye have received, freely 
give.”” Mat. 10.8. ‘Sell that ye have 
and give alms; provide yourselves with 
bags that wax not old; a treasure in the 
heavens.’’ And conclusively, by repre- 
senting what we do to the least of his 
brethren as done to him. ‘TI was an 
hungered and ye gave me meat; I was 
thirsty and ye gave me drink; I was a 
stranger and ye took me in; naked and 
ye clothed me; I was sick and ye visited 
me; I was in prison and ye came unto 
me.”? Mat. 25: 35-37. ‘Then shall 
the King say unto them on his right 
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world.’’ O, the 
blessedness of giving ! 

The apostles doubtless understood the 
mind of their Lord on this subject, and 
‘*the words of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
that it is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive,’’? had gone into a proverb. The 
terms communicating, distributing and 
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sowing, are almost exclusively used to in- 
culcate this duty. They taught the duty 
of giving under the general terms of doing 
good to all men; to maintain good 
works. Paul was instructed to remember 
the poor. Hence he gave orders to the 
churches in Galatia, and also to the Co- 
rinthians, ‘‘ Upon the first day of the 
week, let Every onE of you lay by him 
in store as God hath prospered him.’’ 
1 Cor. 16: 1,2. Here every one on a 
particular day was required to give as he 
had been prospered. This order contains 
a system of beneficence. He also taught 
the duty of communicating to him that 
teacheth in all good things, that they that 
preach the gospel should live of the gos- 
pel. 1Cor.9: 14. This whole chapter 
is devoted to the inculcation of the duty 
of giving. John the evangelist uses this 
significant language, ‘‘ But whosoever 
hath this world’s goods and seeth his 
brother have need; and shutteth up his 
bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him.” 1 
John 3:17. James saith, ‘If a brother 
or a sister be naked and destitute of daily 
food, and ye give them not those things 
which are needful for the body, what 
doth it profit?’ James 2: 15,16. “If 
ye fulfil the royal law according to the 
Scriptures, thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself, ye do well.”” James 2: 8. 
Peter also inculeates the duty of fervent 
charity. 1 Peter,4: 8. Thus we sce 
these four apostles all teach that giving 
is a duty, in almost every form in which 
that duty could be inculcated. In the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every 
word shall be established ? 

With such teachings, we might expect 
a liberal church ; for Christians are gen- 
erally as liberal as they are taught to be. 
A liberal ministry usually insures a gen- 
erous membership ; and this general prin- 
ciple is well attested in the unbounded 
liberality of the primitive Christians. 
They sold their lands and possessions and 
goods, and parted them to ALL men, as 
every man had need. Acts 2: 45.— 
‘‘Neither was there any among them that 
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lands or houses sold them, * 


* and 
distribution was made to every man ac- 


Acts 4: 34- 
When the Antioch church learned 
the destitution of the poor saints at Jeru- 


cording as he had need.” 


35. 


salem, then the disciples, every man ac- 
cording to his ability, determined to send 
relief unto the brethren. Acts 11: 29- 
30. The whole of the eighth and ninth 
chapters of 2 Corinthians are devoted to 
the duty and blessedness of giving. Paul 
declares to the churches in Corinth the 
grace of God bestowed on the churches in 
Macedonia, how their deep poverty aboun- 
ded unto the riches of their liberality, so 
that to their power, and even beyond their 
power they were willing of themselves. 
2 Cor. 8: 1-4. He also boasted to them 
of Macedonia that Achaia was ready 
a year ago; he says that God loves a 
cheerful giver, that God is able to make 
all grace abound toward you; that ye, 
having all sufficiency in all things, may 
abound unto every good work; that he 
which soweth or giveth sparingly, shall 
also reap sparingly, and he which soweth 
bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 
2 Cor. 1: 6,-8. See the whole chap- 
ter. 

Various churches, and especially the 
Philippian church, sent once and again 
to relieve the necessities of Paul while he 
was travelling under the appointment of 
the Antioch church as a missionary. 

We have now briefly glanced at the Bi 
ble to see what it teaches upon the sub- 
ject of giving for religious purposes, with 
the following results : 

First: That from Abel to Jacob, the 
custom prevailed with the better part of 
the patriarchs of making frequent and 
suitable appropriations of property in 
tithes and offerings,—in several instances, 
amounting to the tenth for tithes of alms, 
and all taken together, amounting, per- 
haps, to one-third. 

Second: That the law given from Mt. 
Sinai, required voluntary contributions 01 
money and other productions of male and 
female industry for the construction of a 
Tabernacle and all its fixtures, for the 


acked ; for as many as were possessors of 


support of the poor and the stranger, 
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and for the maintenance of the orphans 
and widows, and for the sustenance of the 
priests and Levites ; and that in David's 
time a single collection amounted to three 
thousand millions, besides extensive out- 
fits to support the worship of God. 

Third: That not only the duty itself, 
but the blessings resulting from its faith- 
ful discharge, entered largely into the pro- 
verbs of the wise men of the Jewish na- 
tion, into the visions of their prophets 
and the songs of their poets ; so much so, 
that the prosperity of the nation was 
made to depend upon the fidelity with 
which these offerings of property were 
made. 

Fourth: That John the Baptist and 
John the evangelist, and Peter and James 
and Paul all unite in testifying that this 
isa duty, in the discharge of which the 
largest prosperity and highest degree of 
grace are promised to the cheerful giver. 
From this array of proof, both by precept 
and example in the Old and New Testa- 
ments, we deduce the following conclu- 
sions : 

First—That giving for religious pur- 
poses is taught to be a duty as positively, 
as frequently, and as clearly, as prayer, 
baptism, or any other duty. 

Second—That there are as many prom- 
ises of rich blessings in temporal and spir- 
itual things connected with this duty, as 
any other duty in the Bible. 

And if we admit these conclusions, we 
must admit some legitimate inferences : 

First—That if giving is a duty, it isa 
sin to neglect it. We cannot evade this. 
Baptists teach that we are bound to do 
every thing in the very way and to the 
extent which the Scriptures require, that 
they are the rule of faith and practice. 

Second—That if any specific amount of 
*our increase is required, we cannot refuse 
it without violating our obligation to 

God, and withholding good from whom it 
is due, and thus injuring our own souls, 
Weare not authorized to plead any excuse 
in the premises. 

Millions are perishing for lack of knowl- 
edge. The earth is cursed with luxury. 
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that it is more blessed to give than to re~ 
ccive—that God loves a cheerful giver. 


TRAINING OF A MISSIONARY 

COMMUNITY. 
Kapasdanga is an outstation of Krishnagur, 
a station a few miles north of Calcutta. The 
following article, describing the influence of 
the gospel among the people, is from a volume 
entitled ‘Missionary Sketches,” by Mrs. Weit- 
brecht. 

Kapasdanga is the next station we visit 
on leaving Chapra; and, as we journey 
in our palanquin from the one to the oth- 
er, we may be cheered, as the missionary 
Weitbrecht was on this trip, in being ad- 
dressed by a poor man, laboring in his 
field, with the words, ‘‘ Sir, [ama broth- 

The outward appearance of the mission, 
as you approach it, is most inviting. It 
was here the devoted missionary Krauss 
labored most assiduously and faithfully 
for ten years, and left the place only to 
die, as he was travelling to Caleutta ; and 
it is here that his equally faithful sueces- 
sor, Mr. Schurr, carries on the work in 
the same spirit. 

There are about nine hundred nominal 

Christians attached to Kapasdanga, scat- 
tered in numerous villages, most of which 
can be pointed out from the mission-com- 
pound. The house stands on the shores of 
a beautiful river, whose banks are richly or- 
namented with fine trees,and so few of them 
are of the kind peculiar to an Indian land- 
scape, that, were it not for the bright sky 
above, and the gorgeous tints of the clouds 
as the sun descends to the west, we might 
well imagine ourselves by the side of a 
stream in our native land. The church 
in the background confirms the illusion ; 
but very soon the eye catches a splendid 
hanian in the centre of the compound ; 
and this, with the little Hindu children 
who congregate around us, reminds us 
where we are. 

At Kapasdanga we have a fair opportu- 
nity of seeing the plans usually adopted 
by a missionary in the training of a newly 
formed Christian flock. He meets them 


The judgment is coming. Let us remember 


every evening in the church, reads and 
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sings with them, then catechizes and ex- 
plains the portion read, and concludes with 
prayer. If he be absent, a catechist takes 
the duty. 

To a visitor, this looks fair and hope- 
ful; but he does not know the sorrow 
that often well-nigh overwhelms the heart 
of this missionary pastor, who feels that 
he occupies a trying post in the Lord's 
vineyard ; for he no sooner begins to re- 
joice over some who he has reason to be- 
lieve are fairly in the way of salvation, 
than his fairest hopes are crushed again, 
and he has anew to labor, pray and in- 
struct. Itis only through the sustaining 
power of Almighty grace that he has still 
courage to press forward in this work of 
faith. 

This Mr. Krauss often had to experience 
though Anundabas, ‘*The Village of Joy,”’ 
was among his villages, and, singularly 
enough, contained at first some of the most 
promising converts ; and many interest- 
ing traits of character were sometimes ex- 
hibited by one and another among them. 
An aged man might be observed in tears 
during service ; and another, who brought 
water for the household, would not con- 
sent to be paid, saying he had all his 
wants supplied—a wonderful triumph of 
Christian principle in a covetous, money- 
loving Bengali. Another old man begged 
for time to attend service on week-daya, 
‘* for,”’ said he, ** I have but a short time 

to live, and prepare for eternity.” 

The boys and girls in the schools, too, 
are very encouraging ; and no sight can 
be prettier than that of these children, 
when they stand in rows to receive a vis- 
itor, so clean, so neat, so orderly, and 
then walk two and two toward the house 
and sing, as they walk, a beautiful Ben- 
gali hymn to some well-known English or 
German tune. It is, indeed, a refreshing 
and inspiring spectacle ; and the mission- 
ary tells us how gratifying and encourag- 
ing it is to him to observe ‘ the great in- 
tellectual superiority of such children over 
their untutored parents and heathen 
neighbors, which may still be perceived 
even after they have been living years 
among them ;’’ and then, after mourning 


** the lack of more decidedly spiritual 
work in the heart of his flock, though ig- 
norance and superstition are greatly over- 
come,”’ he tells us that one little cireum- 
stance has lately given him some hope :— 
** One night he had about twelve Chris- 
tian ploughboys for instruction, and he 
asked them whether they were in the hab- 
itof praying? Some replied in the affirm- 
ative. He then inquired whether any 
number of their families prayed? Almost 
all of them said, yes. On inquiring for 
the names, he found that, with one excep- 
tion, all these families had been formed by 
girls who had married from the school.’ 

This he felt encouraging ; for when peo- 
ple pray, it evinces a sense of spiritual 
need that God alone can supply ; and he 
trusts they will become his true children. 
‘‘Our schools,”’ said he, ‘‘are the ground. 
work of our hopes; they are bearing pre- 
cious fruit. May we be allowed to reap 
it more fully !’’ 

We must, in connection with Kapas- 
danga and its hopeful flock of upwards 
of five hundred Christians immediately 
around the mission-compound, notice the 
death of a catechist and his wife, who 
were sent from Burdwan eighteen years 
ago to assist Mr. Krauss. 

The woman was particularly pleasing 
and affectionate, a good and active mother 
to her large family, and a real help-meet 
to her husband, who was not so strong- 
minded as herself, though both gave evi- 
dence that ‘* the love of God was shed 
abroad in their hearts.”’ 

One Sunday afternoon this woman was 
seen sitting at church with her eyes fixed 
on the missionary, while he discoursed on 
the joys and happiness of heaven. He 
could not but notice her remarkable at- 
tention, and was struck by it. In the 
evening he was called to see her dying of 
cholera. His utmost skill availed noth-* 
ing. In the morning she was gone, leay- 
ing on his mind the sweetest assurance of 
her happy state of preparation for that 
home of bliss, in hearing about which she 
had seemed so ravished. Her husband 
was heart-broken, and soon followed her, 


with two of their children, leaving their 


4 
2 
ta 
4 
: 
ha 
q 
A 
4 
& 


1859.] 


pastor a deep mourner over this sad be- 
reavement. But such are not unseldom 
the peculiar trials of the Indian mission- 
ary ; and at last, single-handed and alone, 
he, but for God’s sustaining power, would 
sink and die too. 

In the more distant villages where con- 
verts reside, there is not much to encour- 
age. Out of the large number who live 
around the mission premises, in houses 
which they have built themselves, Mr. 
Schurr says, ‘* They attend church regu- 
larly, and at the daily evening services 
for instruction as many as forty are often 
present.”’ ‘‘also send their children 
willingly to school, and when he compares 
them with the people of other places, he 
sees a striking and pleasing difference.’ 

Their houses are kept in nice order, and 
when visitors come they appear before 
them with happy faces. About twenty 
women collect for reading the Scriptures 
with Mr. Schurr, and their looks are 
bright and hearts cheerful; “it is not 
without reason and evidence that he be- 
lieves this reading to have proved a bless- 


ing.”’ 


The people live, too, more peace- 
ably together than formerly, and assist 
each other in brotherly love, though not 
to the extent he would fain have it. He 
remembers the wickedness and darkness 
from which they have emerged, and 
thanks God for the good that exists. At 
the monthly missionary prayer-meetings, 
these people contribute fairly, according 
to their ability, for all are really poor, 
though, through their industry, they are 
gradually rising in prosperity, and many 
are obtaining a few acres of ground of 
their own, which will make them inde- 
pendent of the mission, and able to aid 
somewhat toward its support. 

Their contributions already meet the 
extra travelling expenses of their own mis- 
sionary brethren, that is, readers; and 
many who formerly placed their children 
as boarders in the school, now support 
them at home, and merely send them for 
instruction. When Mr. Schurr’s sera- 
phine was destroyed by falling into a 
river, as he was crossing it, they at once 
subscribed to the extent of their means, 
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and collected the rest from friends, to 
purchase a new instrument for the church. 

The moral tone of the whole community 
rises. Seventy-four have been regular 
communicants, and during the celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper, a holy solemnity 
pervades the assembly, not a whit inferior 
to any in Europe; while several really 
demonstrate their faith and love to a cru- 
cified Saviour by a consistent life. There 
are really devout people among them, and 
one couple came, on Christmas day, a dis- 
tance of thirty miles, to enjoy the privi- 
lege of partaking of the ordinance of the 
Lord’s Supper with their fellow-believers— 
the only instance known to the missionary 
of a hungering after righteousness of this 
intensity. They have volunteered to de- 
fray the chapel expenses, and paid a year 
in advance. 

It is not always that this candid and 
truthful missionary ventures to speak thus 
encouragingly. His pietures have their 
light and shade ; but so it is with the min- 
ister in a professedly Christian land, and 
so it must ever be, while the war between 
light and darkness, truth and error, con- 
tinues to rage. 

It is pleasant to hear from an indigo- 
planter, who lives quite near the Kapas- 
danga mission station, and whose mind 
was once full of prejudices against Chris- 
tian converts, that ‘* when by personal 
observation, and his acquaintance with 
their language, he really enjoyed the op- 
portunity of beholding the actual fruit of 
the mission, as seen in the schools, the 
Christian services, and the general im- 
provement of the native population about 
the missionary station, he had become 
conscious of the false estimate too gener- 
ally entertained of the mission ;*’ and he 
expressed his belief that ‘* the results 
which he himself had seen, were sufficient 
to repay all the labor and expense ever in- 
curred in the whole of Bengal.” 

We must leave Kapasdanga, and we do 
it with the conviction that a work is going 
on here over which angels rejoice. We 
cannot believe otherwise. The Spirit of 
the Lord is beginning to move on the face 


of the deep, a few souls are enlightened, 
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and who knows what blessings are in 
store for many others ? 
PROGRESS OF RELIGION IN SWEDEN. 
The writer of the following sketch remarks 
that the parish referred to, when he commenc- 
ed laboring in it, was a scone of almost unal- 
leviated spiritual desolation : 
** Here are joyful days at present in this 
parish. A most remarkable revival is 
going on. Scores of indifferent and un- 
concerned people are aroused and turning 
as prodigal sons to their Father. This is 
especially the case with young people of 
both sexes. I think this a good feature 
in the matter. But it sometimes has been 
so powerful as almost to overwhelm the 
aroused sinners, very much like what 
happened, I think, under Mr. M’Cheyne’s 
ministry. When holding Bible exposi- 
tions or lectures in the villages on week- 
day evenings, I have often been unable to 
have them within doors, and have been 
obliged to have the meetings in the open 
air on account of the great multitudes of 
people gathering together. I have had 
very good help from one of the colporteurs 
of the Fatherland’s Society, and also from 
another very talented layman, a teacher. 
We have been able to form a missionary 
union in the parish for Home and Foreign 
Missions. Some Christian ladies have 
agreed to meet once a month to sew arti- 
cles for sale on behalf of missions, and 
while they sew, some one reads to them 
interesting missionary intelligence from 
your and other countries. You may, in- 
deed, rejoice with me; but we shall see 
how long time the Consistorium will al- 
low such alarming convulsions within the 
bounds of their spiritual dominion.” 


Interesting Cases of Conversion. 


Christian life develops itself 
gloriously in many places here. The 
Lord’s word goes forward with power, and 
overcomes the strongest opposition. A 
young nobleman, heir to many large es- 
tates, brought up in an ungodly home, 
where, from his childhood, he had heard 
true Christianity reviled as the most idi- 
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come to know that killing and life-giving 
sting, without which no true return is 
possible. He long resisted, and sought in 
every way by wild dissipation to stifle 
the awakened conscience ; but the Lord 
Jesus was too strong for him, and got the 
upper hand. It was a great victory of 
grace. Now he has entirely withdrawn 
himself from his former light-minded com- 
panions, Instead thereof, he is now often 
to be seen in the humblest peasant houses, 
where the word of God is read and ex- 
plained. The private use of the word 
has also been dearer to him than any 
other thing. The fierce oaths, which 
aforetime lay continually upon his lips, 
have given place to the quiet praise of 
God. Undoubtedly he has to expect much 
opposition from within and without. The 
new life is, indeed, only in its first stadi- 
um with him. But we hold fast by the 
promise, that He who has begun a good 

work will perfect it against his glorious 
day of revelation. Although we know 

that every human soul is equally precious 

in God's eyes, we cannot forbear to reckon 

it a double gain for God's kingdom, when 

any of this world’s mighty ones turns to 

Him. When Christ gets to be master of 
& great property, he draws to himself 
many of the servants. 

“Within the congregation here, an 
event has recently oceurred which has de- 
lighted us so greatly that I must mention 
it. Aman, who seems to me an exact 
copy of * Poor Tom,’ such as he was be- 
fore the Lord’s Spirit began to deal with 
him, has recently come to a serious awak- 
ening. He has, from his youngest years, 
lived in the greatest spiritual and temporal 
misery, and been given over to all possible 
vices. All human efforts to bring him to 
a better way have been fruitless. But 
when the Lord’s time comes, He uses what 
means He pleases. One night in the be- 
ginning of summer, this poor youth lay 
asleep in a barn, when he was awakened 
by the slow knocking on the wall of the 
insect which is here in Smoaland called 
* Death’s Clock.’ He listened affrighted, 
and could not get rid of the thought, ‘It 


otical thing in the world, has, this spring, 


is the Lord Jesus knocking for the last 
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time at thy heart.’ The Lord’s Spirit 
opened his eyes; he saw himself to be a 
lost and condemned sinner, yea, the chief 
of sinners. But God be praised! After 
some time, he also obtained grace to look 
to Jesus as a surpassingly rich Saviour, 
whose blood cleanseth from all sins; and 
with a free and open confession, he now 
praises the unmerited grace that is in 
Christ. Such expressions of the Lord’s 
continual shepherd-faithfulness are indeed 
May they teach us to be- 
But we are, alas! 
How 


encouraging. 
lieve without seeing. 
80 inclined to reverse this order. 
greatly do we need, again and again, to 
come before the Lord with the disciples’ 
prayer, * Lord, inerease our faith!’ 


A venerable minister of the Swedish church 
has lately met his death by accident, whose 
daughter communicates to the “ News of the 
Churches” the following interesting items. Ile 
was one of the oldest and most faithful minis- 
ters of the Swedish church; and, withal, a man 
in such repute for learning and genius, that 
when he himself became a living Christian, the 
country was almost as greatly surprised as it 
has been stunned by his sudden death. Itmay 
be interesting, as a specimen of the spirit of 
living religion in Sweden in a few localities, to 
ald the following sentences from a letter writ- 
ten by the daughter some wecks after this sad 
event: 

**T was following my father on the 
journey, and stood at his side at the time 
of separation, It was a painful moment. 
It was more than a weak human heart 
could, of its own power, endure ; but Je- 
sus was even then near, according to his 
gracious promise, never to leave or forget 
us. Tix strong name became the rod and 
staff which comforted me, the * ointment 
poured out,’ which alleviated nature's 
It is blissful to be able, from 


one’s own experience, to praise his name 


wound, 


as a ‘refuge in time of need,’ or a ‘strong 
tower,’ which can be overthrown by no 
winds or waves.”’ 

She then makes the following reference to a 
great awakening, which, after ber father’s 
death, has taken place in his congregation: 

**Over all this district an increasing 
desire for God's work is manifest. The 
Lord’s Spirit is not idle. It is as if a 
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fresh life-stream rushed in through the 
old stagnant waters. Many young per- 
sons offer themselves to work in the Lord’s 
vineyard. Many young ministers preach 
the gospel with demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power.’’ 

It may be not uninteresting nor un- 
profitable to give some of the last sentences 
which this aged pastor wrote in his jour- 
nal. 

any one asks me, Will you rather 
die than live? I answer, I know not, I 
have no other will than this, with Christ 
to live, with Christ to dice! Iknow not 
what I shall choose, but refer it to Him 
who is my Lord. May He do what seems 
Ife knows if He can longer 
use me here. He knows, also, when for 
my own part, | am most ready. 

‘What is it to die? To put off the 
old clothing, and to clothe one’sself with 
new ; to flit out of an old, falling house 
into that temple which is not made with 
hands; to be dismissed from a difficult 
service ; to awake after a troubled dream ; 
to come home after a long absence ; to ex- 
change the dwelling-place, but not the so- 
cuely. 

“The robe of righteousness, with which 
I every day clothe myself, is a woollen 
garment, woven of the Lamb's snow-white 
wool, and died in the atonement’s rose-red 
May no one thread of self-righte- 


to Him good ! 


color. 
ousness be found there. 

“The wine of gospel joy is bestowed on 
me in fuller measure than ever. Praised 
be the precious name of my Jesus !"’ 

The following circumstances connected 
with his closing hours are very affecting : 
When he went on board the steamer at 
the little town of Ionkoping, he was unus- 
ually happy and joyful in the Lord ; and 
when a friend wished him a happy jour- 
ney, he answered, ‘* Yes, certainly the 
journey will be happy ; Jesus is with us.” 
When at a late hour in the afternoon, he 
bade his daughter good night, he asked 
her to read a psalm, before they separat- 
ed. She turned up one of David's psalms, 
which speaks of the Lord’s help in storm 
and need. ‘* How wonderful,’’ she re- 
marked, ‘“‘ that I should turn up this 
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psalm now, when all without and within 
us is so quiet and peaceful! The sea lies 
like a mirror, and we are so glad and 
happy in our God.’? The aged father 
answered, ‘* Yes, my daughter, it is true ; 
but, perhaps, the Lord sends us just this 
one word asan affectionate warning, that 
we may be upon our watch. We have 
now peace ; but perhaps the storm is not 
far distant.’’ A few hours after saying 
this, the daughter saw the father carried 
away by the waves of the deep, and lost. 


We now turn to the other side of the picture. 
The following short sentence from a letter of a 
friend in Stockholm, shows that the enemy of 
good is not idle, and that he finds influential 
agents to try to keep or draw men’s minds 
away from serious religion: 


“Tt has now at length happened that 
ministers, in concert with the Archbish- 
op, have, from the pulpit, read an inti- 
mation, exhorting the youth to employ 
themselves on Sunday afternoons with 
dancing, playing, &e., &e., in order the 
better to be able to escape the works of 
the devil and of darkness.” 

It is not an uncommon belief in this 
country, that worldly-minded clergymen, 
after the well known fashion of Popish 
priests, countenance Sunday amusements, 
in order thus to prevent the more serious 
consequences which might ensue from the 
people’s reading the Bible and attending 
prayer-meetings. But alas! even among 
godly-minded men there seems to be a suf- 
ficiently low appreciation of the Sabbath’s 
sacredness. For instance, the Stockholm 
‘¢ Watchman”’ recently narrated that on 
the second Sabbath of October a new 
church had been consecrated, and that in 
the afternoon a public entertainment had 

been given, at which appropriate toasts 
were drunk; among others, that of the 
bishop, who, not being able to be present, 
had immediately acknowledged the com- 
pliment by a telegraphic despatch ; and, 
finally, that in the evening there had been 
a display of fireworks. The ‘ Watch- 
man”’ added some good and pertinent re- 
marks on the tendency to substitute an 
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is spiritual ; but did not utter one word 
in disapprobation of this flagrant desecra- 
tion of the Lord’s day, by bishop, priests, 
and people. It is, however, only justice 
to add, that in later numbers of this jour- 
nal, there have appeared very good arti- 
cles in defence of the authority of the 
Christian Sabbath, though without one 
word in condemnation of the above trans- 
action. What need have God’s true and 
faithful servants to be helped by the in- 
tercession of their brethren, when such 
obstacles to the progress of vital godliness 
are put in the way by men high in eccle- 
siastical station, and are looked at without 
rebuke by those who should help the cause 
of godliness ! 


CHINA AND THE GOSPEL. 


Prophecy shines brightly upon China. 
‘Lo, these shall come from the land of 
Sinim.”’ This oracle is the day-star of 
Think, therefore, of 
this vast empire, as destined to embrace 
Christianity. 


China’s conversion. 


Its eighteen provinces form 
a stupendous area, the extreme length of 
which, from north to south, is 12,000 
geographical miles; its average breadth, 
from east to west, is but little less ; and 
its population amounts to nearly 400,- 
000,000. No country of equal magni- 
tude, has a finer climate, fairer scenes, or 
richer resources ; and, in comparison with 
India, China occupies a proud position 
for the planting of the principles of Chris- 
tianity at every avenue. 

As a mission field, it possesses charms 
which commend it to the consideration of 
every Christian. Let us contemplate the 
vast population of this empire, and our 
duty to disseminate the precious seed 
among the people. It is for us now to 
guide their wandering feet into the path 
that leads to life—to enrich them at this 
epoch with heaven’s choicest treasure, on 
a scale commensurate with the resources 
we can bring into the mission field. 

The Chinese area people, comparatively 


ornamented ritual worship for that which 


speaking, in an educated state, ready to 
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receive the gospel. Learning has always 
been in China the chief road to honors— 
a fact which may be turned to good ac- 
count in missionary efforts. 

‘‘The education and literature of the 
‘ Celestial Empire,’ form, beyond com- 
parison, the most interesting and instruc- 
tive point of view in which the Chinese 
‘an be contemplated. We cannot, indeed, 
praise the kind of education practised in 
China. The studies are confined to one 
unvaried routine; and to deviate in the 
smallest degree from the prescribed track, 
would be regarded as something worse 
than mere eccentricity. Science, properly 
speaking, is not cultivated as it should be. 
There is no advancement, no thirsting 
after fresh achievements of knowledge, no 
bold and prying investigations into the 
mysteries of nature. Chemistry, physi- 
ology, astronomy, and natural philosophy, 
are therefore at a low ebb. The instruc- 
tion given in their schools is almost wholly 
of a moral and political nature, being 
designed solely to teach the subjects of the 
empire their political duties. Within the 
allotted circle all are educated, all must 
be educated. According to Mr. Davis, a 
statute was in existence two thousand 
years ago, which required that every town 
and village, down even to a few families, 
should have a common school; and one 
work, of a date anterior to the Christian 
era, speaks of the ‘ ancient system of in- 
struction.” There are annual examina- 
tions in the provinces, and triennial ex- 
aminations at Pekin, which are resorted to 
At 
these examinations, all who choose, ex- 
cepting menial servants, their children, 
or grand-children ; inferior police officers 
called Ya-Yuh; and theatricals, may 
attend. These persons are also excluded 
from obtaining any of the above ranks. 
The prohibition, including menial ser- 
vants, excludes a large number of persons. 
If such a person, however, becomes 
wealthy, the law is often evaded. To 
superintend the examinations, two persons 
called Choo-kaou, are deputed from Pekin. 


by throngs of ambitious students. 


**The whole empire is a university, a 
mighty laboratory of scholars. The hap- 


Miscellany.—China and the Gospel. 


59 


py men who pass successfully through the 
several necessary ordeals are honored with 
distinctions. They are feasted at the ex- 
pense of the nation ; their names and vic- 
tories are published throughout the em- 
pire ; they are courted and caregsed ; and 
they become, ipso facto, eligible to all the 
offices within the gift of the sovereign. 
The most learned are appointed to the 
highest degree of literary rank, the ‘ Han- 
lin,’ or membership of the national Col- 
lege. All this means that the emperor 
may ‘pluck out the true talent’ of the 
land, and employ it in the administration 
of his government. The fourteen thou- 
sand civil mandarins are, almost without 
exception, the beaux esprits—the best 
scholars of the realm.”’ 

An interesting fact is, that they are 
great readers. Books of all kinds pour 
from the printing presses of Pekin, and 
circulate widely through all the provinces. 
The Chinese can all read the same book. 
Although there exists a difference in pro- 
nunciation, the written language is the 
same throughout the empire. Numerous 
facts prove the prevalence of education 
among all classes. Gutzlaff’, the Chinese 
missionary, says the present is a reading 
age in that empire—a grand preparation 
for us to thrust in the sickle. An impor 
tant crisis is come in China. The Bible 
has been extensively circulated in the lan- 
guage of the country. Christian schools 
have been established, and instruction 
disseminated, calculated to shake the con- 
fidence of the people in those systems 
under which their consciences have s0 
long been wrapped up; based, indeed, as 
they are, not only on philosophical, but 
on every error. ‘The result of these efforts - 
has been an awakening of mind among 
the people ; and, rising from the slumber 
of ages, they manifest a spirit of inquiry 
unknown in the country before. 

The customs and peculiarities of the 
Chinese are favorable to the propagation 
of the gospel; family love is the bond of 
Chinese society. Thus it opens through 
the parental, filial, and social principles, 
a wider and warmer channel for Christian- 


ity to flow in than Judea itself, where the 
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popular and exclusive maxim of the Jews 
was, ** We are Abraham’s children.”’ 

It would not be easy to find, apart from 
the Bible, clearer views of filial piety, than 
those contained in the sacred edicts of the 
emperor Kang-He. The first maxim is, 
‘pay just regard to filial and paternal 
duties, in order to give due importance to 
all the relations of life. Well, then, what 
is filial piety? It is great indeed. In 
heaven above, in earth beneath, and 
among men placed between them, there is 
not one that excludes this doctrine ; be- 
cause filial piety is the breath of harmo- 
ny.”’ Both the letter and spirit of Chris- 
tianity, on the subject of filial piety, must 
commend it powerfully to the people thus 
disciplined in home virtues. 

The language, therefore, of these facts 
is, to go in and possess the land. How 
much we can do for China, in the cause 
of our Divine Master, we can scarcely 
tell, if we will but act with that energy 
which characterized the labors of our carly 
ministers. The world seemed ever before 
their mind, and, like the apostles, they 
placed the extent of their obligation in the 
balance of judgment, where they deter- 
mined the amount of their ability. 

It may be asked, How many mission- 
aries are we able to produce for this field? 
What number can be obtained, able and 
willing to labor in this work? We 
answer, in justice to the trust which the 
Head of the church has reposed in us, we 
can produce such a number as will make 
each province vocal with the praises of the 
Most High. We are able to produce for 
this field missionaries ready to spend and 
be spent in the cause. 

It is important that every facility be 
presented to those who are desirous of be- 
coming Chinese missionaries. The energy 
and enterprise of numbers of the military 
and other professions, who embark for the 
oriental empires, under every privation 
shew us that we occupy a humiliating 
position in comparison with them, as to 
enterprize. Shall our enemies rejoice over 
our exhausted strength? Shall Divine 
Providence open a great and effectual door 
for China’s regeneration, and shall we fail 
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in finding a mighty band for its evangeli- 
zation? Shall God eall, and those who 
profess to love Him not answer? Shall 
the precious blood of the Redeemer plead 
for perishing millions, and none go out 
and unfurl our banner? Let us do our 
utmost at this crisis in the history of Chi- 
na. Let us, with energy and enterprise, 
emulate others who, to enrich the mission 
fields with the glorious gospel, have con- 
sidered no sacrifice too great to be made. 
If we but imitate the example of the poor 
woman who cast her two mites into the 
treasury, what a pleasing epoch will arise. 
—Appeal for China. 


GOOD NEWS FROM JAPAN. 

Very wonderful and pleasant news has 
been brought from Japan. The United 
States Consul-General, Townsend Harris, 
Esq., has succeeded in making a new 
treaty, which seems to be very complete 
and satisfactory. A larger and more un- 
restricted trade is granted to foreigners, 
and something has been done in behalf of 
religion. I have it on unquestionable 
authority, that the treaty provides that 
Americans in Japan shall have the free 
exercise of their religion ; that they may 
build churches ; and that the practice of 
trampling on the cross shall be abolished. 
Tt will be seen that, so far as this infor- 
mation goes, the concession is simply to 
Americans, no protection being promised 
to converts. The treaty was much dis- 
cussed by the Japanese, and long hung in 
the balance, but perseverance finally suc- 
As things now are, a pradent 
but earnest man might undoubtedly make 


ceeded. 


an opening, and, with the blessing of God, 
lay the foundations of a church. 

The Japanese are shrewd, and know 
enough, experimentally, about Christian- 
ity, to understand that the license to its 
followers to reside on their soil, and to 
enjoy their own forms of worship, must 
be followed by its propagation: in other 
words, that the exercise of our religion 
involves making converts and planting 
churches. But in this case our represen- 
tative has been first; Great Britain, 


' 
| 
val 
| 
= 
: 
| 
‘ 
| 
| 
i a 
‘ | 
¥ 
bY. 
| 
fi 
ing 


1859.] 


France and Russia are to follow ; and, no 
doubt, the privilege of preaching and 
teaching will be secured in some treaty. 
Thus is Japan added to the field already 
so vast. It is pleasant to reflect that we 
have, as a nation, opened a way through 
their wall of exclusion, and this without 
bloodshed ; that this treaty has been form- 
ed without even the constraint of an at- 


Other Missions.—India. 61 


tending armed force. What other con- 
clusions can we draw, than that God, who 
holds the hearts of all men in his hands, 
has done this great thing in his sovereign 
wisdom, whereof we are glad. And how 
loudly does this new appeal sound out to 
the churches, to give themselves unreserv- 
edly to the work of extending the king- 
dom of Christ.— Miss. Herald. 


OTHER MISSIONS. 


INDIA. 


It is an interpsting question how the gospel 
will be received on the resumption of mission- 
ary labors in India, in the districts wasted by 
the recent mutiny. The following extracts 
from the journal of Mr. Bradbury, a missionary 
at Berhampore, sustained by the London Mis- 
sionary Society, throws light on this question. 


Hence ministers have fallen by the mur- 
derous hands of the native soldiery, not 
because they were Christian teachers, but 
because they were Englishmen; for the 
Christian teacher, as such, is nearly every- 
where welcomed, and heard with respect- 
ful attention. 

We state a few facts, to show the re- 
ception with which we met in the districts 
through which we travelled. 

** At Amipara, in going as usual to the 
central part of the village, where we were 
likely to obtain the largest congregation, 
a shopkeeper requested us to sit down at 
his shop, where the people assembled in the 
street to hear us. After the preaching, 
we entered into conversation with him, 
during which he made inquiries respecting 
the aged Padre, as he called him, meaning 
that devoted missionary, the late Rev. 
Mecaiah Hill; and when informed he was 
dead, seemed to be much affected, and pro- 
nounced a simple but very appropriate 
eulogy on his character, in which he was 
joined by the persons sitting around us; 
indeed, though comparatively few embrace 
the gospel and make a public profession of 
their faith in Christ, yet the motives of 
Christian ministers are duly appreciated 


by a large number of natives, and a kind 
and friendly spirit manifested. 

** At Islampore, a landholder, who saw 
us preaching in the market-place, invited 
us to his house, where about sixty people 
assembled to hear us. On a former visit 
he had received a copy of the sacred Serip. 
tures from us. After preaching, he brought 
his Bible to have some parts explained : 
among these were the first chapter ot 
Genesis and the first Psalm. We left him, 
much pleased with his conversation and 
the spirit he exhibited. 

‘‘ While preaching in Budepore, a land- 
holder invited us to his house to hear some 
objections against the Bible contained in a 
Bengali newspaper, issued by the Bramha 
Shabba of Caleutta. About seventy per- 
sons collected to hear these objections 
Anti-Christian publications, 
printed in the metropolis, are widely cir- 
culated in the provinces, and exercise a 
powerful influence over the native mind ; 
for it not unfrequently happens that gen- 
tlemen who take them in do not possess 
the sacred Scriptures, so that all which 
they know of the Bible is derived from 
those newspapers whose object is to mis- 
represent it. 

‘«¢ When the passages against which ob- 
jections had been brought were read, with 
their contexts, and simply explained, the 
gentlemen present were convinced, and had 
the candor frecly to acknowledge that the 
Bible had been incorrectly quoted, and 
inferences drawn from it which were quite 
unwarranted. 


answered. 


4 


“On Sunday, the 17th of January, we 
preached in the village of Khazanchi, at 
the house of some god-makers, who, on 
our arrival, were moulding an earthen 
image of Shib seated ona bull. They im- 
mediately ceased from their work, furnish- 
ed us with stools, and, spreading mats for 
themselves and neighbors, squatted down, 
forming a circle around us. They listened 
with much attention to the doctrines of 
the gospel, and to some pointed remarks 
respecting the occupation which they fol- 
lowed, without betraying the least angry 
feeling ; nay, so far from being offended, 
they freely admitted that our observations 
were true, and that the passages in the 
Bible bearing on the subject, to which 
reference had been made, exactly described 
both them and their work. While these 
portions of the sacred volume were being 
read, many looked at each other with as- 
tonishment; and several afterwards read 
the passages themselves, perhaps to see if 
they were really in the book and we had 
not made them for the occasion. Many 
such instances of the friendly spirit of the 
people might be adduced ; for excepting 
one village, in which a missionary had 
never been before, and our object seemed 
at first not to be distinctly apprehended, 
we were everywhere received with appar- 
ent kindness, and, where well known, cor- 
dially welcomed. 

‘Our stock of books comprised 2320 
tracts, and 2600 Scriptures, portions and 
entire copies of the Bible, in the following 
languages: Bengali, Hindustani, Persian, 
Arabic, Sanscrit, and English. If the 
books which are thus distributed be read, 
they must, under the Divine blessing, con- 
tribute in no ordinary degree to the con- 
version of the people. That a good use is 
made of every individual book, is more 
than can be proved, and more than can be 
reasonably expected; indced, this would 
be looking for that in pagan lands which 
we dare not hope for even in Christian 
countries. However, that the sacred vol- 
ume is examined, and in a measure appre- 
ciated, both by Hindus and Mohammedans, 
we possess proofs of an unexceptionable 
nature, some of which we may here men- 
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tion. They raised objections and made 
inquiries often of a character which showed 
they had carefully perused the Bible, 
sometimes quoted long passages from it, 
and correctly stated its leading doctrines ; 
and, in a few instances, referred to the 
book, chapter, and verse bearing on the 
subject under discussion. It not unfre- 
quently happened that persons visited us 
in camp to converse on religion, and to 
obtain answers to questions which had 
arisen in the course of their reading, and 
we found some of them possessed an amount 
of knowledge, and exhibited a spirit of 
inquiry, which would have put to shame 
many who bear the name of Christian. 

** Other proofs might be advanced, but 
these may be sufficient to show that the 
Scriptures are read by a portion of the 
people ; and if the same satisfactory evi- 
dence of their being felt could be adduced, 
the evangelization of India might be con- 
sidered an event near at hand; but till 
the heart as well as the head be affected, 
so pleasing an anticipation cannot be in- 
dulged.”” 

TURKEY IN ASIA. 

Mr. Wheeler, of the American Board, an- 
nounces the opening of the Armenian church 
at Kharpoot in Northern Mesopotamia, for the 
reading of the Scriptures, and its excellent ef- 
fect among the people : 

**The priests finding their efforts una- 
vailing to keep the people from reading 
our books, proposed a compromise, agree- 
ing to let them do so if they would cease 
visiting our chapel, and calling themselves 
Protestants. On the Sabbaths they are 
to have the free use of the Armenian 
church, and men of their own choice are 
to read to them the Scriptures in modern 
Armenian. We were much surprised 
and gratified by this proposal, and are 
still more so by the fact that now, for 
four Sabbaths, the priests have kept their 
word, and the Bible has been read from 
morning tll night, to the crowds of peo- 
ple who have assembled to hear it. 

‘Though the priests themselves do not 
read—probably not one of the four in the 
village can read intelligibly—yet they 
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come and sit with the péople. and listen. 
Two Sabbaths since, one of them came to 
the church to exchange a piece of money, 
thereby interrupting the Bible reader, 
who promptly opened to Isaiah lvi. 9-12, 
and read the passage aloud. A more 
vivid and life-like picture of these profess- 
edly Christian ‘ watchmen’ could not be 
given, including even the item of fetching 


wine and filling themselves with strong 


drink ; and the priest was so well convine- 
ed of the fact, that though thus publicly 
rebuked, he did not reply. When once 
the people are roused, the priests dare not 
oppose them, lest they lose their accus- 
tomed supply of money. Last Sabbath 
they even allowed our ‘ apostle’ Bedros to 
read in the church and make some re- 
marks. 

“Such a state of things, of course, can- 
not long continue, but even these few 
Sabbaths’ reading have done great good. 
Scores have heard the Bible for the-first 
time ; and the priests’ mouths are effectu- 
ally closed, so far asall future opposition 
to Bible reading is concerned. *¢ Surely,’ 
the people will say, * that which you have 
thus allowed us to do publicly, in the 
church, cannot be a sin, and we will con- 
tinue to read God's Book.’ ” 


DONATIONS. 
Received December, 1858. 


Maine, 

Bowdoinham Asso., Wayne, ch., 

avails of a gold ring, 25 
Warren, Ladies’ Bap, Miss. Soc. 

10; Waterville, Sab. Sch. 5; 

Bloomfield, ch., Mrs. Sarah 

Woodman, of Cornville, 8; Eze- 

kiel Emery Anson, 1; a friend 

25.00 


25.25 
New Hampshire. 
Plymouth, H. C. Green 4; Con- 
cord, Ist ch. 17.67; New Hamp- 
ton, ch. 6; per Rev. H. Ton- 
kin, agent, 27.67 
Vermont. 
Richford, Arnold L. Arms 2; 
West Haven, Rev. Moses Field 
1; West Enosburgh, H. M. 
Smith 5; Windsor, ch., mon. 
con. 13; 21.00 
Shaftsbury, ch. 22.18; Passump- 
sic, ch. 8.71; Burke, ch. 9; 
per Rey. H. Tonkin, agent, 39.89 
—- 60.89 
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Massachusetts. 
Boston, Baldwin Place ch., Dea. 
A. G. Stimson tr., 11.12; South 
ch., G. B. Dexter tr., mon. con. 
35.87; Brookline, ch.and cong., 
Dea. D. Sanderson tr., mon. 
con. 38.86; Haverhill, Ist ch., 
Geo. Appleton tr., 300; Chelms- 
ford, Central ch., the late Miss 
Hannah Spalding, per Samson 
Stevens, 200; Lawrence, Sab. 
Sch., Mrs. Dea. Parker’s Bible 
el., for the sup, of a Karen 
preacher, 25; West Acton, ch., 
mon. con. 2.36; Royalston, 
Samuel 8. Raymond 3; Digh- 
ton, ch. 7.75; Watertown, ch., 
Samuel Noyes tr., 153.33; E. 
Pratt, avails of a hair bracelet, 
50 cts.; West Townsend, Rev. 
8. 5. Leighton, for the Cherokee 
Miss., for printing, 2; Spring- 
field, Ist ch., Dea. J. E. Taylor 
tr., 125.35; Salem, Ist ch., C. 
H. Price tr., a friend of mis- 
sions 50, Wendell, Mary H. 
Sawin 1; Newton Centre, an 
aged friend of missions 1; An- 
dover, ch. 13.03; , avails 
of hemp lines, 1.50; 971.67 
Franklin Asso., J. B. Bardwell 
10.00 


Old Colony Asso., Middleboro’, 
Central ch., per Rey. J. Ald- 
rich, agent, 80.00 


——1061.67 
Rhode Island. 
Providence Asso., Pawtucket, Ist 
ch., per Rev. J. Aldrich, agent, 64.93 
Connecticut. 
Milton, Litchfield Friend 20.00 
Ashford Asso., Putnam, ch., per 
Rey. J. Aldrich, agent, 41.60 
New London Asso., East Lyme, 
Ist ch. 45.50; 2nd ch. 30.75; 
Norwich, Ist ch. 5; Central ch. 
84.25; Greenville, ch. 12; per 
Rev. J. A., agent, 177.50 
—— 239.10 
New York. 
New York city, Benj. Pike, jr. 
100; Wyoming, Rey, William 
Dean, D. D., to sup. a Chinese 
preacher at Hong Kong, 100; 
Harrisburgh, ch. and soc. 30.83; 
Springville, ch., avails ofa gold 
plated seal and buckle, 1.25; 
Clifton Park, ch. and soc. 36.65; 268.73 
Hudson River North  Asso., 
Kingston, ch. 46; Rondout, 
ch. 17; Saugerties, ch. 15.80; 
Catskill, ch., to cons. F. 8. 
Lynes L. M., 100; Athens, ch. 
25; A. Van De Boe 10; W. H. 
Gifford 5; H. P. Skinner 5; 
Halfmoon, Ist ch. 15.25; per 
Rey. 0. Dodge, agent, 
Saratoga Asso., Stillwater, G. V. 
Lansing, with other donas. to 
cons. Rev. E. 8. Weed L. M., 
per Rey. 0. D., agent, 50.00 
Essex and Champlain Asso., C. J. 
Durand 10; Keeseville, A. W. 
Kingsland, with other donas. 


239.05 
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to cons. himself L. M., 50; per 
O. D., agent, 

New York Asso., Middletown, ch. 
4.50; Greenport, ch. 9; Has- 
tings, ch. 21; Staten Island, 
Ist ch. 5; Mariners’ Harbor, 
ch. 23.09; Port Jervis, ch. 50; 
per Rey. 0. D., agent, 

Dutchess Asso., Rhinebeck, ch., 
per Rev. O. D., agent, 

Hudson River South Asso., Stat- 
en Island, North ch. 1.25; 
Yonkers, ch. 10.85; Augustus 
Thomas 25; per Rey. 0. D., 
agent, 37.10 

— 792.32 


60.00 


112.59 
24.85 


New Jersey. 

West N. J. Asso., Woodstown, 
ch., per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, 
agent, 

Central N. J. Asso., Sandy Ridge, 
ch. 9.03; Mansfield, ch. 9.44; 
Oxford, ch. 4.50; Hamilton 
Square, ch., of wh. 50 cts. is fr. 
Master B. D. Paulin, 53.10; 
Delaware, ch., H. Smith 4; W. 
D. Dildine 3; Belvidere, E. G. 
Warman 2; R. Holeomb 2; 
George C. Schwartz 1; Mrs. 
Larkey 1; per Rev. 8. M. 0., 
agent, 

Sussex Asso., Newton, ch., Rev. 
H. B. Shermer, per Rey. 8. M. 
agent, 


28.67 


89.07 


5.00 
— 122.74 

Pennsylvania. 

Beaver Asso., Sharon, ch., of wh. 
1.14 is fr. Rev. M. C. Hendren, 
per Rev. 8. M. O., agent, 

North Philadelphia Asso., Phila- 
delphia, Ist ch., Sab. Sch., 
male department, Miss. Soe., to 
cons. William E. Grubb, James 
William Ashton, and Theo. 
Johnson L. M., per Rey. S. M. 
0., agent, 

Philadelphia Asso., Beakleyville, 
ch. 1.48; Upper Mt. Bethel, 
ch. 2.68; Easton, ch. 3.71; 
Upland, ch. 68.57; per Rey. 8. 
M. 0O., agent, 

Gibson and Jackson, ch., Eli 
Barns tr., 


2.24 


300.00 


Ohio. 

Plymouth, Mrs. Calista Robbins -50 

Upper Miami Asso., Piqua, ch., 
per Rev. H. Davis, agent, 

Mt. Vernon Asso., Frederick, ch., 
Mrs. M. Strubble and son 1.01; 
Harmony, ch. 8; brn. An- 
drews and Rees 3; per Rey. H. 
D., agent, 

Coshocton Asso., Dresden, ch., 
per Rey. Il. D., agent, 

Cesar’s Creek Asso., Xenia, ch., 
per Rev H. D., agent, 2.40 


Indiana. 
Tippecanoe Asso., Bethel, ch. 2; 
Grand Prairie, ch. 3.36; Atti- 
ca, ch. 3; Covington, ch. 6.10; 
Mt. Carmel, ch. 2.25; per Rev. 
A. 8. Ames, agent, 16.71 
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Freedom Asso., Liberty, ch., per 


Rey. A. 8. A., agent, 15.13 
Indianapolis Asso., Indianapolis, 
ch., per Rey. A. 5. A., agent, 15.00 
—— 46.84 


Illinois. 

Springfield Asso., W. W. Watson 
tr., Springfield, John Hay, to 
cons. himself L. M., 100.00 

Lamoile, ch. 50; Aurora, Ist ch. 
5.81; Union, ch. 4; Chicago, 
Ist ch., Sab. Sch. 50; per Rev. 
Jos. W. Eaton, agent, 109.81 

—— 209.81 

Michigan. 

St. Clair, Ist ch., mon. con. 5; 
Pipestone, William Boughton 
9; Adrian, ch., Sab. Sch. 50; 

Wisconsin. 

Green Bay, ch., per Rev. J. W. 

Eaton, agent, 


64.00 


Towa. 

Pisgah, ch., Mrs. Ann J. West 
5; Vinton, Asahel Chapin 1; 
Bloomfield, ch., per Rey. I. J. 
Stoddard, 2.45: 

Canada West. 

Grand River Asso. South, per 
Rey. 8. 8. Day, agent, 

Niagara Asso. 5.25; Beamsville, 
R. Kilbourne 1; per Rey. 8.5, 
D., agent, 

Grand River Asso. North 12.61; 
Brantford, T. 8. Shenstone 1; 
St. George, Benj. Bell 2; Blen- 
heim, Ist ch. 2.37; per Rev. 5. 
S. D., agent, 

Haldimond Asso. 8.75; Rey. D. 
Wright 2; Port Hope, M. Hay 
1; William Craig 2; Mr. Per- 
ry 1; D. J. MeLennon 1; John 
Helm 1; children of J. Helm 
34 cts.; per Rev. 8. 8S. D., 
agent, 

Johnstown Asso. 8.68; Bastard, 
ch. and cong. and friends 19.40; 
Smith’s Falls, missionary meet- 
ing 10.50; Mrs. McDougal 75 
ets.; Perth, ch. 7.81; friends 
3.51; Farmersville, coll. 3.63; 
Kitley, ch. 3.28; subscriptions 
1.25; per Rev. 5. 8. D., agent, 58.45 

— 114.59 


14.82 


$3,268.02 
Legacies, 
Lowell, Ms., David Trull, per 
Jesse Fox, Admr., 
Norwich, Ct., Annie Lewis, per 
H. H. Starkweather, Exr., 
New York city, Susan C. Brown, 
per A. B. Capwell, Atty., 


100.00 
67.62 


500.00 
— 667.62 


$3,935.64 
Total fr. April 1 to Dee. 31, 1858, $41,199.82. 


Donations in Goods. 

East Paw Paw, IIl., 1 box Cloth- 

ing, &ec., fr. Dr. D. M. Vos- 

burgh, H. Gatchell and Mr. 

Hubbell and family, for Mrs. 

S. H. Knapp, Rangoon, Bur- 
mah, 


$33.73 
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